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community programs 

noticeboard 

in the parish this week 

Mon 28 Monday— 

 11.00 am Mass  

Tue 29 Tuesday— 

 12.00 pm Mass  

Wed 30 Wednesday—Andrew the Apostle 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 1 Thursday—Charles de Foucauld, Hermit 

in the Sahara, 1916.  

World AIDS Day 

 7.30 am Mass 

Fri 2 Friday—Frances Perry, founder of the 

Royal Women’s Hospital, Melbourne, 1892 

  Fr Stuart’s Day Off 

Sat 3 Saturday—Francis Xavier, Missionary, 

Apostle to the Indies, 1552 

   

next sunday—4 December 

The Second Sunday of Advent 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am Solemn Mass  

Readings for Next Sunday  

Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72; 

Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12 

forthcoming events 

27 Nov  Commissioning of Parish Council 

6 Dec Pastoral Group—2 pm  

11 Dec Parish Council meets—7 pm 

next choral masses 

27 Nov Advent 1—Quartet 

24 Dec Christmas Eve  

25 Dec Christmas Day 

at the back of the church 

‘ 

directory 

guide to today’s solemn choral mass 

Advent is a season of joyful expectation so we use blue which evokes hope and wonder. 
The skies are blue and the waters sparkle as the days lengthen reminding us that our 

life in Christ is expansive through God’s communication of himself in love and life. 

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Fr Stuart  

Hospitality Robin Murray, Jacquie Joslin Welcoming Team 

    

Procession 116 Set Tune Wachet Auf 

Setting Communion Service in the Phrygian Mode—Charles Wood 

Readings  Isaiah 2:1-5; Ps 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:37-44 

Lector Alan Wade Cantor Choral Quartet  

Psalm   

     

Collection 9 Set Tune Helmsley 

Communion 

Sentence 

Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,  

to the house of the God of Jacob;  

that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths. (Isaiah 2:3a) 

Communion Ministers  Rod Conn, Leon Warden 

Motet Canite tuba—Francisco Guerrero 
Sound the trumpet in Sion, for the day of the Lord is near. Lo, 
he comes to save us: winding paths will be made straight, and 
rough places smooth. Come, Lord, and do not tarry.  

Communion 18 Set Tune Narenza 

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme (BWV 645)—J.S. Bach 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Host Rena Pritchard   

27 November 2016 
The First Sunday of Advent 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 



Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM. Reprinted with permission. 

in and plunder our planet, our common 
home, because thieves come in guises that 
we fail to recognise. They so often look just 
like us and do the things we do. It may be 
that we must first be attentive to our own 
ways of plundering the house that is home 
to all of God’s creatures.  

We spend much of our time looking 
back. That has its place, since our histo-
ry informs our present and helps us in 
shaping our future, though all the while 
we know with Auden that ‘[t]he past is 
foreign country: they do things differ-
ently there’. Advent invites us to look 
forward rather than back and to dream 
gospel-inspired dreams that will enable 
creative change in our own lives and in 

the life of our planet. It invites us to be 
awake, to be ready for any eventuality.  

Dreams and visions have always been the 
precursors to effective and life-giving 
change. We need the grace to see visions 
and to dream dreams that make for justice 
and peace and that permit us to walk more 
freely in the light of God’s ways. We seek 
the grace to “see” God's word as did the 
prophet Isaiah in the first reading (Isa 2:1-
5). We need to put our energy into creating 
life-generating systems that enable us to 
move forward in the paths of gospel com-
passion and love.  

“Where is the Life we have lost in living?” asks 
the Chorus in T. S. Eliot's The Rock. The Jesus 
of Matthew's gospel is implicitly asking much 
the same question as Eliot’s Chorus. He is 
making much the same observation as Henry 
David Thoreau, “Most [people] lead lives of 
quiet desperation and go to the grave with the 
song still in them.” We are invit-
ed to find Life in our living and to 
sing the songs that are in us. We 
are to be agents of our own fu-
ture rather than unthinking par-
ticipants in the inevitable round 
of daily activities that have pre-
occupied humans from time im-
memorial.  

As we begin a new liturgical year, 
Matthew's Jesus invites us to contemplate the 
ultimate realities even as we attend to the 
demands of the present. He tells us to be 
“awake”, to be “ready” all the time, not be-
cause death or the end of the world are 
around the corner, but because we need to 
recognise the multiple “advents” or arrivals of 
the Christ, the Human One, who calls us be-
yond self-absorption to Life. He reminds us 
that we are no different from our forebears 
who from earliest days have gone about their 
daily business without being sufficiently atten-
tive to what really matters.  

In our times, we have allowed thieves to break 

giving this advent 
Pick up the leaflet if you want 
ideas of what to bring to help 

build the hampers for the 
homeless over Christmas. 

Hamper assembling scheduled 
for  

Sunday 18 December 

after Mass 

 

Check out the new  

Liturgical Calendar  

in the church porch— 

its theme this year is  

John the Baptist.  

ADVENT BLESSINGS 

Today we begin the li-
turgical year; a year in 
which the Gospel ac-
cording to Matthew is 
the focus.  

CONGREGATIONAL PROCESSION 

In a liturgical resource I have on my heavily 
laden shelves—a life possibly misspent in the 
acquisition of books—there is an account of 
worship in early Byzantine times which was 
the continuing Roman empire: its capital was 
moved from Rome to the ancient city of By-
zantium and renamed Constantinople or 
sometimes the new Rome! Today, we know it 
as Istanbul.  

In this account it records that the entire con-
gregation not just the clergy or liturgical min-
isters would enter the church or sacred 
space.  

Today, in order to mark the beginning of the 
new year we will ALL gather in the narthex 
and enter the body of the church together—
as the body of Christ—singing that grand 
Advent hymn …. Wake O Wake ….  

We enter as one. But we also enter the holy 
place to dedicate this coming year to the One 
in whom we live and move and have our be-
ing and who makes us whole !  

HONOURING RELATIONSHIPS 

In the week prior to the Annual Meeting I 
went to Canberra, with the encouragement 
of the wardens, to attend a forum to which I 
had been invited. It was a National Forum on 
Faith and Civil Marriage Equality held at Par-
liament House. It was organised by Australi-
ans for Equality (www.a4e.org.au) and had a 
panel of speakers from the three Abrahamic 
religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  

It afforded me an opportunity to meet with 
those who are keen, as I am, to deal faith 
into a positive conversation around this is-
sue. We need to broaden the idea of love 
and commitment and marriage. As you can 
tell from its title, the forum focussed on 
‘civil’ marriage not on ‘religious’ thus re-
specting the reluctance of each tradition to 
engage in this at the top levels.  

Mores the pity—I think—but changing the 
heart and the theology of the church—is a 
longer term project to which I am com-
mitted.  

I met Tiernan Brady who heads up Australi-
ans for Equality. Tirenan hails from Ireland 
and was a participant in that country’s refer-
endum on this matter.  

May you be alive to the unfolding of the mys-
tery of Christ’s incarnation day by day in 
these beautiful days of Advent.  

 

Check out the new  

Liturgical Calendar  

in the church porch— 

its theme this year is  

John the Baptist.  

AT THE NATIONAL FORUM  

This photograph was taken on 
Thursday 17 November before 
we went in for the day’s pro-
ceedings. With me are Tiernan 
Brady (left) and Daniel Brace 
(right). Daniel has worked in 
the glbtiq sector, public rela-
tions and is a church musician. 

Fr Stuart Writes … 
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 


