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community programs 

noticeboard 

in the parish this week 

Mon 5 Monday— 

 11.00 am Mass  

Tue 6 Tuesday—Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c.326 

 12.00 pm Mass  

Wed 7 Wednesday—Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 

Teacher of the Faith, 397 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 8 Thursday—The Conception of Mary, 

Mother of the Lord 

 7.30 am Mass 

Fri 9 Friday—Richard Baxter, pastor, spiritual 

writer, 1591 

   

Sat 10 Saturday—Thomas Merton, Spiritual 

Writer, Teacher of the Faith, 1968; Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 1948 

   

next sunday—11 December 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am Solemn Mass  

Readings for Next Sunday  

Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146; 

James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 

forthcoming events 

7 Dec Pastoral Group—2 pm  

11 Dec Parish Council meets—7 pm 

18 Dec Hamper Packing after Mass 

next choral masses 

24 Dec Christmas Eve  

25 Dec Christmas Day 

at the back of the church 

‘ 

directory 

guide to today’s solemn mass 

Advent is a season of joyful expectation so we use blue which evokes hope and wonder. 
The skies are blue and the waters sparkle as the days lengthen reminding us that our 

life in Christ is expansive through God’s communication of himself in love and life. 

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Fr Stuart  

Hospitality Robin Murray, Martin Dickenson Welcoming Team 

    

Procession 5 Set Tune Merton 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings  Isaiah 11:1-10; Psalm 72; Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12 

Lector Ellen Green Cantor Foon Wong 

Psalm   

     

Collection 12 Set Tune Westminster New 

Communion 

Sentence 

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 

repent and believe in the good news. 
(Mark 1:15) 

Communion Ministers  Kate Cherry, Graham Baker 

   

Communion See inside NEH 21 Es ist ein’ ros’ entsprungen 

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional Nun kommder Heiden Heiland (BWV 659) - J.S. Bach 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Host Melita Alford   

4 December 2016 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 



HYMN AFTER COMMUNION 

Behold A Rose 

1  Behold, a rose e’er blooming  

from tender stem has sprung! 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming,  

as those of old have sung. 

It came, a flower bright,  

amid the cold of winter, 

where half spent was the night. 

2  Isaiah had foretold it, 

this rose I have in mind; 

with Mary we behold it, 

the Virgin Mother kind. 

To show God’s love aright, 

she bore to us a Saviour, 

when half spent was the night. 

3  O flow’r, whose fragrance tender 

with sweetness fills the air, 

dispel in glorious splendour 

the darkness ev’rywhere; 

as human, yet true God 

from sin and death now save us 

and share our ev’ry load. 

TEXT:  based on Isaiah 11.1.  Anon German 15th 
Century,  trans. Theodore Baker 1851-1934, alt.  
TUNE: ES IST EIN’ ROS’ ENTSPRUNGEN, harm. Mi-
chael Praetorius 1571-1621 [NEH 21] 

giving this advent 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pick up the leaflet if you want ideas of what to 
bring to help build the hampers for the homeless 
over Christmas. Hamper assembling scheduled 

for Sunday 18 December after Mass 

THE SEEDS OF THE FALSE SELF 

The two main enemies of the spiritual life 
are anger and greed. They are the inner side 
of a secular life, the sour fruits of our world-
ly dependencies. What else is anger than the 

impulsive response to the experience of 
being deprived? When my sense of self de-
pends on what others say of me, anger is a 

quite natural reaction to a critical word. And 
when my sense of self depends on what I 
can acquire, greed flares up when my de-
sires are frustrated. Thus greed and anger 

are the brother and sister of a false self fab-
ricated by the social compulsions of an unre-

deemed world . . .  

It is not so strange that Anthony (d.356 AD, 
Father of Western Monasticism) and his 

fellow monks considered it a spiritual disas-
ter to accept passively the tenets and values 
of their society. They had come to appreci-
ate how hard it is not only for the individual 
Christian but also for Church itself to escape 

the seductive compulsions of the world. 

Henri Nouwen 

The Way of the Heart 

ONE OF MY FAVOURITE 
SAINTS TOUCHED BY 
BEES 

There is a legend that 
Saint Ambrose, whose 
feast day is on Wednes-
day, was touched on the 

lips by bees and that a bee flew into his 
mouth. This action is reputed to have given 
him the gift of prophetic and gospel speech. 

At the moment, I am re-
searching the importance of 
bees in Christian iconogra-
phy and symbolism. The 
prompt to do this is because 
we have been approached 
by the wonderful people at 
the Centre for Contemporary 
Photography in George 
Street, north of Johnston 
Street, to host an art installation of bees at 
work which is accompanied by music which is 
‘sacred’ though set to a ‘secular’ text. I am 
quite excited by the prospect of this exhibi-
tion in the first half of next year.  

Bees are an endangered species.  

You may have heard this and maybe an item 
on Radio National (about to be gutted by the 
ABC) this week. I am exploring the ways in 
which we can assist in the funding of this en-
terprise. It affords us many opportunities to 
delve deeply into the Christian tradition at 
the same time as developing links with the 
broader community and doing something 
positive in advocating for the created order, 
human ingenuity and skill and imagination.  

I will keep you posted. Do you want to be 
part of this exciting project.? I am hoping we 
can have discussions, art displays, music and 
other art forms, parties,  and even a parish 
beehive!  

But back to Ambrose. He was well rounded 
and mentored by the great Augustine and 
popularly acclaimed by the people of Milan 
to be their bishop. He led them in singing 
hymns and chants in defiance of arbitrary 
imperial power. But here is this lovely meme 
which is so much more gentle like the legend 
of the bees: ‘No one heals themselves by 
wounding another’.  

Words for the twenty first century to be sure.  

GOOD WORKS CONTIUNE 
AT ST MARKS RECYCLED 

On Friday morning, before I 
forfeited another day off to 
do some much needed net-
working and catching up, I 
went for a walk.  

 

 

At 8 am I found 
these workers in-
stalling the new sign 
over the front of our 
op shop St Marks 
RECYCLED. It looks a 
bit spiffy!  

Last week for two days, we hosted, Madi and 
Jez, as volunteers from Camberwell Girls 
Grammar School as part of their Social Justice 
Week. They attended my weekly meeting 
with Michael, our manager, pictured here. 
Later that week Michael went with Lauren, 
one of our volunteers to talk about our work. 
Michael 
and Lauren 
are great 
ambassa-
dors for us 
and God’s 
church.  

Fr Stuart Writes … 
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