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WEEKDAY LITURGIES 2—16 January 

Wed 4 10.30 am Mass 

Tue 10 12.00 am Mass 

Wed 11 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 12 7.30 am Mass 

Mon 16 11.00 am Mass 

SOME DATES FOR JANUARY AND FEBRUARY 2017 

Sunday 8 January—The Epiphany of the Lord—9.30 am Solemn Mass 

At this Mass the Proclamation of the Date of Easter will be sung and Chalk will be Blessed 

for the Annual Blessing of Homes. 

Annual Epiphany Bring and Share Lunch on the lawns after Mass.  

Please indicate what you can bring on the list on the narthex table. 

Sunday 5 February—Presentation of the Lord in the Temple 

This Sunday marks the end of the Season of the Incarnation 

9.30 am  Solemn Mass and Candlelight Procession 

 Friday 3 February—Midsumma Mass 

Celebrating the gay and lesbian community’s contribution to Melbourne and church life.  

Our choir will sing at this annual liturgy. 

7.00 pm—followed by refreshments served on the church lawn. 

Address: Mr Tiernan Brady, Executive Director, Australians for Equality. 

NEXT SUNDAY—8 JANUARY 

The Epiphany of the Lord 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am Solemn Mass 

Readings for The Epiphany 

Isaiah 60:1-6; Ps 72; 

Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

1 January 2017 

First Sunday after Christmas—The Holy Family 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

guide to today’s solemn mass 
White is the liturgical colour today. The season of the Incarnation spans the time until the Feast of 

the Presentation of the Lord on 2 February; the 40th day of Christmas. We celebrate the central 
mystery of the Christian Faith—the Word become flesh. The Incarnate Word—Jesus the Christ—

shines light into our lives to bring wholeness in body, mind and spirit.  

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Fr Stuart 

Hospitality Gary Simmons, Jacquie Joslin Welcoming Team 

    

Procession 34 (omit verse 5) Set Tune Irby  

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings  Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128; Colossians 3:12-21; Matthew 2:13-23 

Lector  Cantor Ross deVent 

Psalm   

     

Collection 25 Set Tune God rest you merry gentlemen 

Communion 

Sentence 

Because Jesus himself was tested by what he suffered,  

he is able to help those who are being tested. 
(Hebrews 2:18) 

Communion Ministers   

   

Communion 387 Set tune Quem Pastores 

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional In dir ist Freude (BWV 615) - J.S. Bach 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Community Centre Hall  

Host Ian Robertson   



Contemplating the Gospel:  
Reflection on Luke 2:16-21 by Donagh O’Shea reprinted  

from ‘Today’s Good News’ website. 

NEW YEAR HOPES 

Today marks the beginning of a new calen-
dar year. For many people it becomes a time 
to make new resolutions for how to live and 
embarking on a fresh start.  

But you will recall that I called the faith com-
munity to embrace the idea that we com-
menced our new year five weeks back at the 
beginning of Advent. So if you are making 
resolutions—they take their shape from liv-
ing the pattern of the church’s year.  

We spent the four weeks of joyful anticipa-
tion to prepare our minds and hearts to cele-
brate the birth of the Christ child, son of 
Mary. The incarnation is a central truth of 
our faith and one which affirms the beauty of 
creation and all created beings—including 
our bodily-ness and our humanity.  

 

“Who do people say I am?” Jesus once asked; 
and “Who do you say I am?” (Mt 16:15).  It is a 
question that never goes away, and every be-
liever faces it again and again.  You can be 
quite clear in your mind about the Church’s 
answer to the question, but every believer has 
to experience the force of the question ad-
dressed to him or herself.  “Who do you say I 
am?”  In a sense it cannot be fully answered 
with words but only with one’s life.  I could 
have the right formulation, but it has little sig-
nificance if my life contradicts it or ignores it.  

Through the centuries every possible answer 
has been given.  Followers of Nestorius, the 5th
-century archbishop of Constantinople said 
that Christ was two persons – the man Jesus 
and the divine Son of God.  This view was re-
jected at the Council of Ephesus (431 AD), 
which insisted that Jesus was one person with 
two natures, divine and human.  The most em-
phatic way they could say this was to affirm 
that Mary was not just the mother of the man 
Jesus, but that she was the mother of 
God.  This was to say that Christ was one per-
son, not two.  The word used was 
‘Theotokos’ (Greek for ‘God-bearer’). The 
Council of Chalcedon (451 AD) continued the 
use of this term, and it has become orthodox 
Christian teaching.  Note that it is more a state-
ment about Christ than about Mary – or rather, 
equally so.  Icons of the ‘Theotokos’ are com-
mon now in the West.  

In a sense, when a child is born a mother is 
born.  When a child is born, its mother begins 
to be a mother. Even if she was already mother 
to other children this new child makes her a 
new mother; a new chapter in her mothering 
begins.  In the birth of the Son of God, Mary 
begins to be the Mother of God.  When a Child 
is born, a Mother is born.   

Fr Stuart’s New Year Letter  
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 

Sunday 27 November 
The First Sunday of Advent 

I address the congregation prior to the solemn 
entry into the church by the entire community of 

faith 

We celebrate the birth of our saviour at the 
time of year when the light is at its brightest 
and most vivid. The daylight hours are the 
longest in the year foreshadowing that we 
live in the endless day brought into the pre-
sent by the One in whom we live and move 
and have our being.  

So by now—your new resolutions have been 
gestating within your minds and hearts. My 
sincere wish is that they will bear fruit in 
abundance.  

2016 was a very difficult year for many peo-
ple and many of us are glad to see those 
numbers recede into history.  

I want to celebrate this post on our common 
journey, so I make an impromptu invitation 
to you to come to lunch in the Vicarage 
Courtyard today after Mass. It is a bit pot 
luck—if you are free—wonderful—if you are 
not able to stay—there will be other oppor-
tunities in the year.  

A BUSY BEGINNING TO THE YEAR 

The first four to five months of the church’s 
year are always busy with significant 
events—not just the liturgical seasons which 
seem to run in quicker succession year by 
year. We will celebrate these of course as 
usual—but this time is also marked by the 
annual Midsumma Mass in early February.  

I have invited Mr Tiernan 
Brady who is the Executive 
Officer of Australians for 
Equality. I was very im-
pressed by his quiet and pas-
sionate leadership at the 
National Forum on Faith and 
Civil Marriage Equality I 
attended in Canberra in November.  

 

Fr Stuart’s New Year Letter  
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BUSY AS A BEE!  

During Advent I men-
tioned that we have 
been approached by 
the wonderful people 
at the Centre for Contemporary Photog-
raphy in George Street, north of Johnston 
Street, to host an art installation of bees 
between 23 March and 8 May.  

At its final meeting for 2016, the Parish 
Council formally endorsed this project and 
has appointed a working group to ensure 
that we can stage this exciting and signifi-
cant exhibition. We will run programs in 
parallel to it and work has commenced on 
planning some of these.  

This exhibition affords us 
many opportunities to 
develop links with the 
broader community and 
doing something positive 
in advocating for the cre-
ated order, human inge-
nuity and skill and imagi-
nation.  

I am inviting all of you to 
be part of this exciting 
project. 

We will be meeting with 
the Centre for Contemporary Photography 
in mid January to further plans.  

Within the parish we will hold an infor-
mation session on Sunday 22 January after 
Mass. Mark it in your diaries now!  

BEES EXHIBITION INFORMATION SESSION  

SUNDAY 22 JANURAY AFTER MASS 

11am—12 noon.  

Napoleon’s impe-
rial bee—an im-

age from the 
NGV’s blog on 

exhibitions 


