
noticeboard 

in the parish this week 

Mon 6 Monday— 

  No Mass Today 

Tue 7 Tuesday—Perpetua, Felicity and their 

Companions, Martyrs at Carthage, 203 

 12.00 pm Mass 

Wed 8 Wednesday—Edward King, Bishop, 

1910; John of God, Worker among the sick, 
1550; Geoffrey Studdert Kennedy, Priest, 
Poet, 1929 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 9 Thursday— Sister Emma SSA, superior of 

the Society of the Sacred Advent, 1939 

 7.30 am Mass  

Fri 10 Friday— 

 8.30 am Mass 

Sat 11 Saturday— 

   

next sunday– 5 march 

The First Sunday in Lent 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am  Solemn Mass  

readings next week 

Genesis 2:7-9, 16-28, 25; 3:1-7; Ps 51; 

Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 

forthcoming events 

8 Mar Reading Circle Begins—7 pm 

21 Mar Pastoral Group—7 pm 

23 Mar Opening of Bee Exhibition  

26 Mar Hot Pink Sunday—Bee Festival  

next choral masses 

19 Mar The Third Sunday in Lent 

 Mass Setting: Sumsion in F 

9 Apr Palm Sunday  

at the back of the church 

The February TMA 

Fr Stuart’s Homilies for the Incarnation 

St Marks Community Centre—250 George St Fitzroy 

A Partnership with Anglicare Victoria 

Hours:           Mon—Fri:          11.00 am—3.00 pm 
Coordinator:    Ms Louise Lang    T: 03 9419 3288 

St Marks RECYCLED—298 Smith St Collingwood 
Hours:              Mon—Sat:  11.00 am—5.00 pm 

T: 03 9417 2965 
Manager:           Mr Michael Goldwaser 

community programs 

Parish Priest:     Fr Stuart Soley SCP      T:  03 9419 5051              E: frstuart@stmarksfitzroy.com 

Priests Assisting:   Fr Tom Brown, Dr Cecilia Francis, Dr Graeme Garrett, The Reverend Louise Lang, Dr Brian Porter, Dr John Spring 

Director of Music: Dr Geoffrey Cox  

Wardens:           Mr Rod Conn, Mr Philip Cornish, Ms Louise McGuire    Secretary:  Ms Heather Stock 

Addresses:        A:  Cnr George & Moor Streets, Fitzroy                  P: PO Box 124, Fitzroy, Vic 3065 

directory 

LENT 2017 

THE READING CIRCLE 

The readers will read and 
reflect on the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Lent book for 
this year written by Justin 
Welby. Venue: the Old School 
at 7 pm on the following 
Wednesday evenings:  

8 March—15 March—22 March—5 April—
12 April 

5 March 2017 

The First Sunday in Lent 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

guide to today’s solemn mass 

Our liturgy is restrained, and the liturgical decorations sparse, in Lent. Vestments are purple sym-
bolising penitence and the royal nature of Jesus the Christ. We use the time to examine and renew 

our relationship as God’s people as we prepare our hearts for the Easter Festival.  

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Fr Stuart  

Hospitality Welcoming Team Robin Murray, Martin Dickenson 

   

Procession See inside Tune Erhalt uns, herr 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings  Genesis 2:7-9, 16-28, 25; 3:1-7; Ps 51; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11 

Lector Ellen Green Cantor Pamela Wainwright 

Psalm   

     

Collection 425 Set Tune Eisenach 

   

Communion 393 Set Tune Mannheim 

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional O Welt, ich muß dich lassen, Op. 122, No.3—Johannes Brahms 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Host Paul Neeson   



Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM. Reprinted with permission. 

Lent comes around each year and presents us with its 
usual challenge to take stock of our lives, to see more 
clearly what is in our hearts, and to discover what 
might be calling us out of our comfort zones. It is a 
time for personal as well as group reflection, a time 
for entering into the “wilderness” and grappling with 
the mysteries of life, as well as a time of preparation 
for Easter.  

Today’s liturgy invites us to reflect on Jesus’ forty-day 
experience in the wilderness. Jesus is “filled with the 
Holy Spirit” and, like so many humans before and 
since, is “led by the Spirit” into the wilderness of life 
to be “tested” there. [“Tested” is a more accurate 
translation of the Greek than is “tempted”]. 

Forty is a significant number in Israel’s story: the great 
flood lasts forty days and forty nights; Moses spends 
forty days and forty nights on the mountain of God; 
Israel wanders for forty years in the wilderness; King 
David reigns for forty years; the prophet Elijah travels 
forty days and forty nights in the wilderness on his 
way to the mountain of God. Explanations of its sig-
nificance vary: a round number for long time; a time 
of testing or trial; totality or fullness. 

The wilderness is ever so real and at the same time 
symbolic. In Israel’s story, it is the place of testing for 
God’s people: “Remember the long way that your 
God has led you these forty years in the wilderness… 
testing you to know what was in your heart” (Deut 
8:2). In Matthew’s account, the “devil” is the “tester” 
or “tempter”, the instrument of God’s testing. In each 
instance, the test is expressed in terms of Jesus’ rela-
tionship to God: “If you are the son of God….” The 
Matthean Jesus passes the tests that the people of 
Israel have failed in the wilderness of Sinai. He refuses 
the way of special favour from God, the way of status 
or self-aggrandisement. He is prepared to suffer 
whatever it takes to bring healing and wholeness to a 
broken world. In other words, he chooses the way of 
God’s empire or the empire “of the heavens” rather 
than the brutality of the Roman Empire. Jesus demon-
strates that he is indeed “of God”. 

Reflection on the Gospel cont’d  next page  

ENTRANCE HYMN 

Again We Keep This Solemn Fast 

Fr Stuart writes . . . 
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 

Most people of faith would agree that being “of God” 
right now has more than a little to do with the way 
we relate to all of Earth’s human and other-than-
human inhabitants, the value we ascribe to Earth’s 
precious resources, and the respect we show for life 
through our responsible use of those resources. Lent 
calls us to reject the path of domination or greed or 
status so that, like Jesus, we may be truly “of God”. 

ENTRANCE HYMN 

Again We Keep This Solemn Fast 

Reflection on the Gospel cont’d  here 

WELCOME LENT 

In times past I didn't 
much look forward 
to Lent. It was all too 
grim and miserable. 

Of course it was be-
cause there was a 
superabundance of 
emphasis on peni-
tence and turning 
away from ‘sin’.  

Well, it missed the whole point, for its primary purpose 
is to prepare our hearts, minds and lives to contem-
plate the mystery of salvation revealed in the passion, 
death and resurrection of the Christ. This illustration is 
good because it directs us to deeper contemplations 
rather than just our deficiencies or a supposedly de-
manding God. Make your Lent POSITIVE—read, reflect, 
be more diligent in works of mercy, and more eager in 
celebrating the mysteries by which we are reborn. 


