
noticeboard 

in the parish this week 

Mon 20 Monday—Cuthbert of Lindisfarne, mis-

sionary, d.687 

  No Mass Today 

Tue 21 Tuesday—Thomas Cranmer, archbishop 

of Canterbury, Martyr, Liturgist, 1556 

 12.00 pm Mass 

Wed 22 Wednesday— 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 23 Thursday— 

 7.30 am Mass  

Fri 24 Friday—Oscar Romero, archbishop of San 

Salvador, martyr, 1980. Paul Couturier, 
priest, ecumenist, peacemaker, 1958 

 8.30 am Mass 

Sat 25 Saturday—Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem, 

Teacher of the Faith, 386 

   

next sunday– 26 march 

The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am  Solemn Mass  

readings next week 

1 Samuel 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13; Ps 23; 

Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 

forthcoming events 

21 Mar Pastoral Group—7 pm 

22 Mar Reading Circle continues—7 pm  

23 Mar Opening of Bee Exhibition  

26 Mar Bee Festival Fair—12 pm—4 pm 

next choral masses 

9 Apr Palm Sunday 

13—15 
Apr 

Full Choir for Holy Thursday, 

Good Friday, Holy Saturday 

16 Apr Quartet for Easter Sunday 

at the back of the church 

The March TMA 

St Marks Community Centre—250 George St Fitzroy 

A Partnership with Anglicare Victoria 

Hours:           Mon—Fri:          11.00 am—3.00 pm 
Coordinator:    Ms Louise Lang    T: 03 9419 3288 

St Marks RECYCLED—298 Smith St Collingwood 
Hours:              Mon—Sat:  11.00 am—5.00 pm 

T: 03 9417 2965 
Manager:           Mr Michael Goldwaser 

community programs 

Parish Priest:     Fr Stuart Soley SCP      T:  03 9419 5051              E: frstuart@stmarksfitzroy.com 

Priests Assisting:   Fr Tom Brown, Dr Cecilia Francis, Dr Graeme Garrett, The Reverend Louise Lang, Dr Brian Porter, Dr John Spring 

Director of Music: Dr Geoffrey Cox  

Wardens:           Mr Rod Conn, Mr Philip Cornish, Ms Louise McGuire    Secretary:  Ms Heather Stock 

Addresses:        A:  Cnr George & Moor Streets, Fitzroy                  P: PO Box 124, Fitzroy, Vic 3065 

directory 

LENT 2017 

THE READING CIRCLE 

The readers will read and 
reflect on the Archbishop of 
Canterbury’s Lent book for 
this year written by Justin 
Welby. Venue: the Old School 
at 7 pm on the following 
Wednesday evenings:  

22 March—5 April—12 April 

19 March 2017 

The Third Sunday in Lent 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

guide to today’s solemn mass 

Our liturgy is restrained, and the liturgical decorations sparse, in Lent. Vestments are purple sym-
bolising penitence and the royal nature of Jesus the Christ. We use the time to examine and renew 

our relationship as God’s people as we prepare our hearts for the Easter Festival.  

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Fr Stuart  

Hospitality Welcoming Team Robin Murray, Martin Dickenson 

Introit Oculi mei 
My eyes are ever turned toward the 

Lord—Chant (mode VII) 

Procession 368 Set Tune Cwm Rhondda 

Setting Communion Service in F—Herbert Sumsion  

Readings  Exodus 17:3-7; Ps 95; Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; John 4:5-42 

Lector Eric Gamon Cantor Full Choir 

Psalm   

     

Collection See inside Tune Breslau (NEH 76) 

Communion Ministers  Leon Warden, Philip Cornish 

Communion 
Motet 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect 

peace 

S.S. Wesley 

Communion 337 Set Tune Martyrdom  

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional Fantasia in C Minor (BWV 562) - J.S. Bach 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Host Jacquie Joslin   



Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM. Reprinted with permission. 

Those privileged to act as catechists in the 
RCIA program over the Lenten period will be 
introducing the candidates to some of our 
most treasured gospel stories. In 1963, Vati-
can II’s Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 
called for the restoration of certain early 
Church practices. The two main features of 
Lent, baptism and penance, were to be given 
greater emphasis in the liturgy and in liturgi-
cal catechesis. More use was to be made of 
the baptismal elements proper to the Lenten 
liturgy. Some features that were part of an 
earlier tradition were to be restored. In re-
sponse to this call, John’s stories of the Sa-
maritan woman, the man born blind and the 
raising of Lazarus were moved from the 
weekday to the Sunday liturgy. Thus, three 
weeks into Lent, the liturgy invites us to take 
a faith journey in the company of a coura-
geous outsider, an unnamed woman from a 
despised religious group. 

A woman of Samaria comes to draw water 
from the well of Jacob, Israel’s great ances-
tor in faith. She belongs in a long line of 
women whose lot as women is to undertake 
the burdensome, often dangerous, daily toil 
of carrying water so that their families might 
simply survive. Jesus asks the woman for a 
drink and elicits a bewildered response. Her 
response, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask a 
drink of me, a woman of Samaria?”, provides 
the opportunity for Jesus to move into an 
extended and constantly deepening ex-
change in which the woman proves herself a 
knowledgeable and worthy dialogue partner. 

The pursuit of water, a key baptismal symbol 
in the gospel tradition, provides the catalyst 
for her journey to faith in Jesus as the Messi-
ah or Christ and her engagement in the mis-
sion of proclaiming the good news to her 
people. 

Commentators tend to focus on the wom-
an’s marital status, usually in negative terms. 
Because she has had five husbands, many 
presume that she is a sinner although there 
is nothing in the text to support this position. 
Successive husbands may have died. Finan-
cial, religious or societal constraints may 
have functioned in her decision to remarry. 
The “husbands” may refer to the strange 
gods that claimed the allegiance of the Sa-
maritans. There is no consensus among 
scholars. 

At the outset, the woman views Jesus simply 
as a Jew who breaks with established custom 
by asking her for water. She comes to accept 
him as the provider of living water. Jesus 
understands her life story and opens up the 
way for her to accept him as a prophet. She 
risks sharing her own convictions about the 
locus of worship and is gifted with new un-
derstanding and Jesus’ further self-
disclosure. She leaves her water jar behind 
and brings others to faith in Jesus as Messiah 
and saviour of the world. 

HYMN FOR THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

Awake, our souls; away our fears 

1  Awake, our souls; away, our fears; 

let every trembling thought be gone; 

awake and run the heavenly race, 

and put a cheerful courage on.  

2  True, ‘tis a strait and thorny road, 

and mortal spirits tire and faint; 

but they forget the mighty God 

that feeds the strength of every saint: 

3  The mighty God, whose matchless power 

is ever new and ever young, 

and firm endures, while endless years 

their everlasting circles run. 

From the Primate . . . 
The Primate of the Anglican Church of Australia and Archbishop of Melbourne, Philip Freier, 

made this statement at the time of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Abuse held its final hearings with leaders from the Anglican Church this week.  

Anglicans have been truly shocked and dis-
mayed at the unfolding in the Royal Commis-
sion of the scope of our failure to tackle child 
sexual abuse within the Church and the 
depth of survivors’ pain and suffering. We 
are deeply ashamed of the many ways in 
which we have let down survivors, both in 
the way we have acted and the way we have 
failed to act. 

I endorse what the general secretary of the 
General Synod of the Anglican Church of 
Australia, Anne Hywood, said in her opening 
statement to the Royal Commission this 
morning. I wish to express my personal sense 
of shame and sorrow at the way survivors’ 
voices were often silenced and the apparent 
interests of the Church put first. 

We are grateful to the Royal Commission for 
bringing survivors’ voices to the forefront, 
for helping drive us to refine our policies and 
procedures, and for guiding us towards na-
tional solutions. The facts contained in the 

Royal Commission’s analysis of the data to-
day are shocking. 

We are grateful too to the survivors and 
their families who have told their stories 
with courage and dignity. 

The Anglican Church of Australia apologised 
for its failures in 2004. Since then, the 
Church has invested a great deal of energy in 
seeking to understand the nature and cause 
of our failings. We have improved in many 
areas, but we are striving still, and welcome 
guidance and assistance. We are not trying 
to make any excuses for failures past or pre-
sent. 

We eagerly await the Royal Commission’s 
recommendations. We believe that the rigor-
ous and independent scrutiny the commis-
sion has provided is greatly to our benefit. 
There is a pronounced appetite for change 
inside the Anglican Church. We are deter-
mined to apply best practice so that the 
Church is a truly safe place for children. 

HYMN FOR THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

Awake, our souls; away our fears 

1  Awake, our souls; away, our fears; 

let every trembling thought be gone; 

awake and run the heavenly race, 

and put a cheerful courage on.  

2  True, ‘tis a strait and thorny road, 

and mortal spirits tire and faint; 

but they forget the mighty God 

that feeds the strength of every saint: 

3  The mighty God, whose matchless power 

is ever new and ever young, 

and firm endures, while endless years 

their everlasting circles run. 

4  From thee, the overflowing spring,  

our souls shall drink a fresh supply, 

while such as trust their native strength 

shall melt away, and droop, and die. 

5  Swift as an eagle cuts the air, 

we’ll mount aloft to thine abode; 

on wings of love our souls shall fly, 

nor tire amidst the heavenly road. 

TEXT:  Isaac Watts (1674-1748)  

based on Isaiah 40:28-31 

TUNE: BRESLAU [NEH 76] 


