
noticeboard 

in the parish this week 

Mon 21 Monday— 

 11.00 am Mass 

Tue 22 Tuesday— 

 12.00 pm Mass 

Wed 23 Wednesday— 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 24 Thursday—Bartholomew, apostle 

 7.30 am Mass 

Fri 25 Friday— 

  Fr Stuart’s day off 

Sat 26 Saturday— 

   

next sunday– 27 august 

The Twenty First Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am  Solemn Mass  

readings next week 

Isaiah 22:15, 19-23; Ps 138; 

Romans 11:33-36; Matthew 16:13-20 

forthcoming events 

1 Oct Festival of Saint Francis—Annual 
Blessing of Animals 

If you can assist in some way to 
help make this year’s event mem-
orable and ‘different’—Louise 
McGuire would love to speak with 
you!  

next choral masses 

17 Sept 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

1 Oct St Francis of Assisi—Quartet 

15 Oct 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

at the back of the church 

August TMA 

St Marks Community Centre—250 George St Fitzroy 

A Partnership with Anglicare Victoria 

Hours:           Mon—Fri:          11.00 am—3.00 pm 
Coordinator:    Ms Louise Lang    T: 03 9419 3288 

St Marks RECYCLED—298 Smith St Collingwood 
Hours:              Mon—Sat:  11.00 am—5.00 pm 

T: 03 9417 2965 
Manager:           Mr Michael Goldwaser 

community programs 

Parish Priest:     Fr Stuart Soley SCP      T:  03 9419 5051              E: frstuart@stmarksfitzroy.com 

Priests Assisting:   Fr Tom Brown, Dr Cecilia Francis, Dr Graeme Garrett, The Reverend Louise Lang, Dr Brian Porter, Dr John Spring 

Director of Music: Dr Geoffrey Cox  

Wardens:           Mr Rod Conn, Mr Philip Cornish, Ms Louise McGuire    Secretary:  Ms Heather Stock 

Addresses:        A:  Cnr George & Moor Streets, Fitzroy                  P: PO Box 124, Fitzroy, Vic 3065 

directory 

Annual Winter Soup Festival 

After Mass in the Community Centre. $5!! 

Come and sup on super soups... 

20 August 2017 

Mary, Mother of the Lord 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

guide to today’s solemn choral mass 

There are a variety of names for this Feast Day across the Christian Churches. In A Prayer Book for 
Australia it is referred simply as Mary, Mother of the Lord. In the Roman Catholic Church and parts of 

the Anglican Church the 15 August is the Feast of the Assumption. The Eastern Orthodox Church 
refers to it as the Dormition of the Theotokos (the Falling Asleep of the Mother of God).  

Today we are observing this joyous feast within the octave. 

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Dr Cecilia Francis 

Hospitality Welcoming Team Martin Dickenson and Gary Simmons 

Introit Gaudeamus omnes Let us all rejoice—chant (mode I) 

Procession 185 Set Tune Abbot’s Leigh 

Setting Missa brevis—G.P. Palestrina 

Readings  Revelation 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; Ps 45; 1 Corinthians 15:20-26; Luke 1:39-56 

Lector Ellen Green Cantor Full Choir 

Psalm   

     

Collection 182 Set Tune Farley Castle 

Eucharistic 
Assistants 

Rod Conn 

Leon Warden 
 

Motet Ave Maria Robert Parsons 

Communion 161—v. 1, 4, 5, 6 NEH 385 St Botolph 

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional Toccata and Fugue in D minor (BWV 565) - J.S. Bach 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Host  Paul Neeson and the Friends of Saint Mark’s 



CONTEMPLATING TODAY’S FEAST 

We are celebrating Mary, the Mother of the 
Lord today within the octave, of her feast 
day, 15 August. In so doing, we are using the 
name designated in A Prayer Book for Aus-
tralia, 1995.  

In some ways this does not tell us an awful 
lot about the focus of the Feast. This feast is 
common to the Orthodox, Roman Catholic 
and Anglican churches. You will see the vari-
ous titles for the feast on the front page.  

In short, it marks the death of the mother of 
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. The Or-
thodox use a scriptural term ‘falling asleep’.  

There are various documents and accounts 
dating from the fourth century on which re-
count the end of Mary’s life. Some of these 
are regarded as apocryphal—but they do 
indicate how important Mary was in the ear-
ly church. Throughout Christian history there 
have been many attempts to adequately 
recognize her role in salvation history.  

The icon here illustrates some of the strands 
of these ancient stories. In some of these 
stories, for example, the apostles were all 
transported on clouds to be present at her 
death. In the icon to the right you see them 
surrounding Mary’s death bed. Look closely 
and you see Jesus Christ holding a baby rep-
resenting Mary’s soul in his arms. At the top 
of the icon you can see the doors of heaven 
open and ready for her.  

In both Orthodox and Catholic traditions that 
Mary’s body is taken up into heaven, at 
some point after her death.  

In the Catholic Church this is the root of the 
title ‘assumption’ - as in her body is assumed 
into heaven. To be quite honest, I don’t like 
the name Assumption for this feast.  

The term is mocked because there are as-
sumptions drawn from the lack of specific 
scriptural references. A term mocked can 
inhibit our dealing with something im-
portant. We don’t need a tempered sacred 
imagination! We need not be inhibited from 
incorporating an important aspect of the life 
of the Mother of the Saviour—her passing 
from this life to the next—something we all 
face. It is captured most beautifully in an 
antiphon in the Orthodox tradition I found:  

. . . in death, you did not abandon the world, 
O Theotokos. As mother of life, you departed 
to the source of life . . . 

This captures the other aspect of this feast; 
the component which suggests that Mary 
not only dies but that her tomb on reopening 
is found empty. In this scope of belief 
through these stories she is seen to enjoy 
the beauty of heaven because she bore the 
saviour of the world. As another orthodox 
hymn puts it:  

Fr Stuart writes . . . 
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 

Orthodox icon of the Dormition of Mary 

Neither the grave nor death could contain the 
Theotokos, the unshakeable hope, ever vigi-
lant in intercession and protection. As Mother 
of Life, he who dwelt in the ever-virginal 
womb transposed her to life. 

I will end with this beautiful description from 
the Seattle Statement of the Anglican-Roman 
Catholic International Commission Mary: 
Grace and Hope in Christ, published in 2006. 

The scriptural witness summons all believers 
in every generation to call Mary ’blessed’; this 
Jewish woman of humble status, this daughter 
of Israel living in hope of justice for the poor, 
whom God has graced and chosen to become 
the virgin mother of his Son through the over-
shadowing of the Holy Spirit. we are to bless 
her as the ’handmaid of the Lord’, who gave 
her unqualified assent to the fulfilment of 
God’s saving plan, as the mother who pon-
dered all things in her heart, as the refugee 
seeking asylum in a foreign land, as the moth-
er pierced by the innocent suffering of her own 
child, and as the woman to whom Jesus en-
trusted his friends. We are at one with her and 
the apostles, as they pray for the outpouring 
of the Spirit upon the nascent Church, the es-
chatological family of Christ. And we may 
even glimpse in her the final destiny of God’s 
people to share in her son’s victory over the 
powers of evil and death. (Paragraph 30)  

BEING BACK ON DECK 

This past Tuesday I returned to my ministerial 
duties in the parish after the sabbatical.  

At the time of writing this, I am not fully up to 
speed on everything as yet but over the next 
week or so as I catch up with office bearers 
and those who took responsibility for the 
smooth running of the parish in my absence. 

Over these months I have kept in regular con-
tact with my warden Rod Conn and Dr Cecilia 
Francis. Their gentle and loving concern has 
kept me ‘connected and grounded’ with life 
here in the parish to some extent but mostly 
in the rhythm of life and goodness.  

There are legions of people to give credit to 
and, of course, I shall give proper recognition 
when I have had the opportunity to be fully 
briefed by the wardens and others over the 
next couple of weeks. probably overlook 
some but I will give credit as I become aware 
of who you are.  

GRATITUDE OF MY FAMILY  

One of my omissions a couple of months ago 
was to not send formal thanks to you all for 
the kindness, prayers, and hospitality you 
showed at the time of my father Ronald’s 
entry into the fullness of eternal life. To all 
those who gave of their time in prayer, 
attendance at his Funeral Mass, or made or 
provided refreshments and were generally 
hospitable to those who had known him over 
the last six decades of his life in Australia, I 
thank you most sincerely on behalf of my 
mother, Dorothy, my sister Louise and her 
family.  

MARRIAGE EQUALITY 

The events of the past few weeks in politics 
on this issue mean that we will be turning 
our minds to voting in the voluntary non-
binding postal survey implemented by the 
Federal Government. I will write more on 
this topic but firstly encourage you to make 
sure you details are up to date with the Aus-
tralian Electoral Commission.  

In short, doo look out for your LGBTIQ+ 
friends and relations at what is already a 
rather stressful time due to the more ex-
treme expressions of opinion. Tell them you 
love them!  

FINALLY 

Pray for us all, holy Mary, Mother of God!  

May God bless us in our seeking to be as 
open to God as his blessed mother was.  

Fr Stuart 

 


