
noticeboard 

in the parish this week 

Mon 16 Monday— 

 11.00 am Holy Communion  

Tue 17 Tuesday—Antony of Egypt, hermit, abbot, 

356; Charles Gore, Bishop, Founder of the 

Community of the Resurrection, 1932 

 12.00 pm Mass  

Wed 18 Wednesday—Confession of Peter 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 19 Thursday—  

 7.30 am Mass 

Fri 20 Friday—Richard Rolle of Hampole, Spiritu-

al Writer, 1349 

   

Sat 21 Saturday—St Agnes, Martyr, 304 

   

next Sunday– 22 January 

The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am  Solemn Mass  

readings next week 

Isaiah 9:1-4; Ps 27; 

1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17-18; Matthew 4:12-23 

St Marks Community Centre—250 George St Fitzroy 

A Partnership with Anglicare Victoria 

Hours:           Mon—Fri:          11.00 am—3.00 pm 
Coordinator:    Ms Louise Lang    T: 03 9419 3288 

St Marks RECYCLED—298 Smith St Collingwood 
Hours:              Mon—Sat:  11.00 am—5.00 pm 

T: 03 9417 2965 
Manager:           Mr Michael Goldwaser 

community programs 

Parish Priest:     Fr Stuart Soley SCP      T:  03 9419 5051              E: frstuart@stmarksfitzroy.com 

Priests Assisting:   Fr Tom Brown, Dr Cecilia Francis, Dr Graeme Garrett, The Reverend Louise Lang, Dr Brian Porter, Dr John Spring 

Director of Music: Dr Geoffrey Cox  

Wardens:           Mr Rod Conn, Mr Philip Cornish, Ms Louise McGuire    Secretary:  Ms Heather Stock 

Addresses:        A:  Cnr George & Moor Streets, Fitzroy                  P: PO Box 124, Fitzroy, Vic 3065 

directory 

SOME DATES FOR FEBRUARY 2017 

Sunday 5 February 

The Presentation of the Lord 

in the Temple 

This Sunday marks the end of the Season 
of the Incarnation 

9.30 am  Solemn Mass and Candlelight 

Procession 

 Friday 3 February 

Midsumma Mass 

Celebrating the gay and 

lesbian community’s 

contribution to Mel-

bourne and church life. 

Our choir will sing at 

this annual liturgy. 

7.00 pm—followed by refreshments 

served on the church lawn. 

Address: Mr Tiernan Brady, Executive Di-

rector, Australians for Equality. 

 Tuesday 28 February 

Shrove Tuesday 

15 January 2017 

The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

guide to today’s solemn mass 
The liturgical colour used in Ordinary Time is Green, a colour symbolising growth. The Australian 
summer is hot and we see the greenery of the spring grass dry out and the greens of other plants 

are more vivid. If we life as parched - God’s bounty and presence is still there for us and our 
growth in this faith is stimulated by God’s creative Spirit.  

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Fr Stuart 

Hospitality Robin Murray, Martin Dickenson Welcoming Team 

    

Procession 476 Set Tune Paderborn 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings  Isaiah 49:3, 5-6; Ps 40; 1 Corinthians 1:1-3; John 1:29-34 

Lector Rena Pritchard Cantor Foon Wong 

Psalm   

     

Collection 296 Set Tune St Helen 

Communion 

Sentence 

God is faithful;  

by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(1 Corinthians 1:9) 

Communion Ministers  Ros Simmons, Andrew Buchanan 

   

Communion 200 Tune Merton (NEH 5) 

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional Menuet Gothique—Leon Boëllmann 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Host Heather Stock   



Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM. Reprinted with permission. 

To provide a reference for someone is a seri-
ous responsibility as well as a privilege be-
cause, more often than not, a good deal de-
pends on the testimony one provides. John 
the Baptist took it upon himself to be a refer-
ee for Jesus. His testimony reverberates 
across the centuries, offering an introduction 
to Jesus, year in year out, for those who seek 
to understand this Jewish prophet and 
teacher who was and is more than a prophet 
or teacher. 

John wants his disciples to understand that 
the whole purpose of his water baptism is 
that Jesus “might be revealed” to God’s peo-
ple. He wants them to know that Jesus is “of 
God”. He is the “lamb of God”, the “chosen 
one of God”. He is the one on whom God’s 
Spirit descends and remains. Jesus comes 
before the Baptist and so ranks before him. 

Is the author of this gospel using the charac-
ter of the Baptist as a vehicle for his particu-
lar Christology or presentation of Jesus? 
That’s what many scholars think, although 
some of the images in the Baptist’s testimo-
ny are firmly grounded in Jewish tradition 
and could well come from a prophetic figure 
like John the Baptist. Maybe the answer to 
the question is “yes, but not exclusively”. 

Whether the images have their origin with 
John the Baptist or John the gospel writer, 
we might reasonably wonder what it means 
to say that Jesus is “God’s lamb”. Does the 
expression refer to the Passover lamb whose 
blood signifies liberation or deliverance? The 
imagery in John’s gospel relating to the 
death of Jesus might point in this direction. Is 
“God’s lamb” the Suffering Servant of Isaiah 
53 who takes on the sins of the many? Is it 
an image of the lamb that God provides for 
Abraham’s sacrifice (Genesis 22)? Is it evok-
ing the apocalyptic lamb of Jewish literature 

of the time, the powerful conquering lamb 
that destroys evil in the world? Is it intended 
to suggest vulnerability as in the prophecy of 
Jeremiah 11:19 (“I was like a gentle lamb led 
to the slaughter”). 

There is never a simple explanation when it 
comes to John’s gospel, but it seems to me 
that the symbol of strength in vulnerability 
has potential for understanding the charac-

BEE-ING BUSY!  

We will be partnering 
with the Centre for 
Contemporary Photog-
raphy in George Street, 
north of Johnston 
Street, to host an art 
installation of bees be-
tween 23 March and 8 May.  

Planning for the Art Exhibition is well under-
way. A photo shoot is taking place whis week 
for possible publicity material. Letters have 
been delivered to our nearest neighbours to 
gie advanced notice of the exhibition and 
contacts with media are being made.  

We will run programs in parallel to it and 
work has commenced on planning some of 
these.  

Bee part of this exciting project. 

BEES EXHIBITION INFORMATION SESSION  

SUNDAY 22 JANURAY AFTER MASS 

11am—12 noon.  

Mark it in your diaries now! 

OTHER PROJECTS 

The roll out of the new key system contin-
ues. There have been surprisingly few glitch-
es and some further keys require distribution 
shortly.  

FLOODLIGHTS 

The church’s steeple has been in darkness 
for some time. The electrician and our 
lighting advisor, David Bird visited the site 
this past week to trial new fittings and loca-
tions. These will be ordered as soon as possi-
ble. Parish Council meets this week and we 
will be able to report more next Sunday.  

Fr Stuart writes . . . 
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 

TODAY AFTER MASS 
PLANNING MEETING 

FOR THE FRIENDS 
OF SAINT MARKS 

Napoleon’s impe-
rial bee—an im-

age from the 
NGV’s blog on 

exhibitions 

terization of Jesus in this gospel. The Lamb of 
God of John 1:29 “takes away” the sinful condi-
tion of the world. Twenty-one centuries down 
the track there is still violence and hunger and 
exploitation on a massive scale. The work of the 
one strong enough to risk vulnerability so that 
others may have life, the work of God’s Lamb, is 
never done. Witness to that is part of the gift 

that Pope Francis is 
offering to the world: 
despite opposition, 
even among those 
closest to him, he nev-
er wavers in his re-
sponse to the distress 
of God’s people, of 
God’s Earth. 


