
noticeboard 

in the parish this week 

Mon 9 Monday—Denys, bishop of Paris and his 

companions, c.250 

 11.00 am Mass 

Tue 10 Tuesday—Paulinus, bishop of York, mis-

sionary, 644. Thomas Traherne, poet, spir-
itual writer, 1674 

 12.00 pm Mass 

Wed 11 Wednesday— 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 12 Thursday—Elizabeth Fry, prison reform-

er, 1845 

 7.30 am Mass 

Fri 13 Friday—Edward the Confessor, King of 

England, 1066 

  Fr Stuart’s day off 

Sat 14 Saturday— 

   

next sunday– 15 October 

Twenty Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am  Solemn Choral Mass  

readings next week 

Isaiah 25:6-10a; Ps 23; 

Philippians 4:12-14, 19-20; Matthew 22:1-14 

forthcoming events 

11 Oct Parish Council  

14 Oct Parish Council Master Planning 
Meeting—Old School Hall 

17 Oct Tuesday Evening Pastoral Group—
Ros Simmons’ home 

17-21 
Oct 

Melbourne Diocesan Synod 

26 Oct Wardens Meeting 

5 Nov Annual Parish Meeting 

next choral masses 

15 Oct 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

5 Nov All Saints’ - Full Choir 

26 Nov Feast of the Reign of Christ 

at the back of the church 

October TMA 

St Marks Community Centre—250 George St Fitzroy 

A Partnership with Anglicare Victoria 

Hours:           Mon—Fri:          11.00 am—3.00 pm 
Coordinator:    Ms Louise Lang    T: 03 9419 3288 

St Marks RECYCLED—298 Smith St Collingwood 
Hours:              Mon—Sat:  11.00 am—5.00 pm 

T: 03 9417 2965 
Manager:           Mr Michael Goldwaser 

community programs 

Parish Priest:     Fr Stuart Soley SCP         T:  03 9419 5051           E: frstuart@stmarksfitzroy.com 

Priests Assisting:   Fr Tom Brown, Dr Cecilia Francis, Dr Graeme Garrett, The Reverend Louise Lang, Dr Brian Porter, Dr John Spring 

Director of Music: Dr Geoffrey Cox  

Wardens:           Mr Rod Conn, Mr Philip Cornish, Ms Louise McGuire   Secretary:  Ms Heather Stock 

Addresses:        A:  Cnr George & Moor Streets, Fitzroy                  P: PO Box 124, Fitzroy, Vic 3065 

directory 

ANY MATERIAL FOR NEXT WEEK’S PEW BULLETIN—PLEASE SEND TO FR STUART BY WEDNESDAY MORNING  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER 

The meeting will take place in the Old School 
Hall following the Mass that day—Guide to the 
Annual Meeting Procedures, Nomination forms 
for Offices, Forms to enrol or revise your details 

on the parish roll will be available from next 
Sunday. 

8 October 2017 

The Twenty Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

guide to today’s solemn mass 

The liturgical colour used on the Sundays in Ordinary Time is Green. It symbolises the bountiful and 
growing life we receive from God.  In spring, as the days are lengthening and gain in warmth, we are 
invited to embrace the growth that Christ’s living Spirit gives. Our growth in Christ can be as visible 

and flourishing as the new leaves and the blooming flowers. 

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Fr Stuart 

Hospitality Welcoming Team  Robin Murray, Martin Dickenson 

   

Entrance 439 First Tune Gerontius 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings  Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80; Philippians 4:6-9; Matthew 21:33-43 

Lector Eric Gamon Cantor Ross deVent 

Psalm   

 

 

 

    

Collection 273 Set Tune Undes et memores 

Eucharistic 
Assistants 

Rod Conn 

Ellen Green 
 

   

Communion 456 Set Tune Sandys 

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional Fugue in E Minor (BWV 533)  J.S. Bach 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Host Paul Neeson  



While the international commu-
nity has long-since outlawed 
slavery, we have become increas-
ingly aware of the persistence of 
a lucrative global industry struc-
tured around the sexual and la-
bour enslavement of vulnerable people. 
Groups such as MGA (Mercy Global Action) and 
ACRATH (Australian Catholic Religious Against 
Trafficking of Humans) are taking action on 
behalf of those enslaved. Today’s gospel fea-
tures a parable about an absentee landowner 
with slaves to do his bidding. 
Commentators focus on almost 
every aspect of this parable: the 
landowner, the tenants, the fate 
of the “servants” and of the land-
owner’s son, the interpretive 
comments that Jesus offers the 
chief priests and elders to whom 
the parable is addressed, the 
prophetic inter-texts and the allegorical ele-
ments in the text. Few consider the role or the 
fate of the slaves as slaves in the parable. Our 
contemporary sensibilities in relation to slavery 
invite a new reading of such texts, a reading 
that at the very least critiques the power that 
some in the Earth community exercise over 
others. 

The frequent translation of the Greek doulos 
as “servant” rather than as “slave” masks the 
underlying reality that some members of the 
community, even within the circle of believ-
ers gathered at the Eucharistic table, were 

actually the property of others 
in the community. The fact is 
that nobody in the ancient 
world, not even Jesus of Naza-
reth, questioned this situation. 
It is not surprising, therefore, 

that the slaves in today’s parable are consid-
ered by the “tenants” to be dispensa-
ble. Their role is to collect the produce from 
the harvest on behalf of the absentee land-
owner.  

We can surmise that the 
“tenants” have legitimate 
grievances against the land-
owner. They clearly have no 
intention of parting with any 
portion of the produce, pre-
sumably the tax imposed on 
them as a condition of their 

tenancy. They react violently when confront-
ed by the three slaves who are the landown-
er’s emissaries. They beat one slave, kill an-
other and stone yet another. Their treat-
ment of the slaves is an implicit acknowl-
edgement that the slaves represent the land-
owner whose demands they refuse to meet. 
The landowner risks the lives of other slaves 
by sending yet another and bigger delega-
tion. This second group of emissaries meets 
the same fate as their predecessors. Finally, 
the landowner sends his own son in the ex-
pectation that the tenants will show him the 
respect they have denied the slaves, his 
property. In fact, the son receives the same 
treatment as the slaves. He too is dispensa-
ble from the perspective of those wanting to 
seize “the inheritance”, those wishing to 
take control of the vineyard for their own 
purposes. As we reflect on gospel stories 
that take slavery for granted, we might com-
mit ourselves to eliminating all exercise of 
power over others or over any “vineyard” 
entrusted to our care. 

Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM.  Reprinted with permission. 

ONLY 
$17.50! 

Order your 
copies now so 
you can plan 

your Christmas 
gifts! 

Place your 
orders with 

Heather Stock 

THE BLESSING OF COMPANION ANIMALS 

Louise McGuire, in inimitably unflappable 
style, coordinated the smooth functioning of 
the day and wrote to the group of people 
who figured in its ‘living out’.  Louise and I, in 
talking about who had helped agreed that it 
would seem that there is almost no one who 
doesn't help in some way.  

Do you know what this reveals?  

It is a vivid hallmark of a faith community 
that works—not one with bystanders and a 
group of the ‘entitled’ few waiting to be 
served (to put it in biblical terms) but all 
‘pitching in’ to ensure we can all enjoy it.  

Louise wrote: I think we had a great day - our 
mission was to make the day relaxing, to en-
courage mingling and encourage people to 
stay around.  I think we realised this. 

Geoffrey, please thank the members of the 
quartet - (Sarah, Andrea, Geoffrey and Matt) 
- the song was a beautiful compliment to the 
day. 

Fr Stuart, as always, you managed to talk to 
everyone and make them, and most important-
ly their pets, feel welcome.  The warmth you 
generate is what makes people see St Marks as 
special. 

Jacquie and Heather - we did it! 

Most people at the trading table bought some-
thing and then rounded up their payment in 
order to make a contribution to St Marks. 

I don’t think we had too many people fill out 
the "guest" book so maybe next time we could 
think about how to "direct" traffic - but that 
said maybe not a critical change. 

I like the way our events include so many peo-
ple who play a part in the day.  It might take a 
few dedicated people to make the event work - 
but in the end so many people help out. 

Then there are Eric, Martin, Robin, Yching and 
Yang Lei who also got most things done before 
9 am!  

HUMAN MUSICALITY 

Dr Stephen Ames has sent me this description 
of the lecture advertised to the left: Professor 
Jeremy Begbie will be giving a lecture trans-
mitted live from Cambridge on the following 
question: Is human musicality an evolutionary 
extension of the remarkable sounds that other 
animals make (birds, dolphins et. al.) or does 
something new also come to light in human 
musicality disclosing something new about hu-
man beings and the about the kind of world in 
which we live?  Dr Joseph Jordania from the 
Melbourne Conservatorium of Music will re-
spond. 

Fr Stuart writes  
© Fr Stuart Soley.  

Do not reprint without permission. 


