
noticeboard 

in the parish this week 

Mon 23 Monday—James of Jerusalem, brother of 

the Lord, martyr, c.62 

 11.00 am Mass 

Tue 24 Tuesday—United Nations, Inaugurated 

1945—Prayers for Peace 

 12.00 pm Mass 

Wed 25 Wednesday—Crispin and Crispinian, 

martyrs at Rome, c.287 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 26 Thursday— 

 7.30 am Mass 

Fri 27 Friday— 

  Fr Stuart’s day off 

Sat 28 Saturday—Simon and Jude, apostles  

   

next sunday– 29 October 

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am  Solemn Mass  

readings next week 

Exodus 22:21-27; Ps 18; 

1 Thessalonians 1:5c-10; Matthew 22:34-40 

forthcoming events 

26 Oct Wardens Meeting 

2 Nov All Souls’ Day 

7.30 pm Mass 

5 Nov Annual Parish Meeting 

All Saints’ Sunday 
3 Dec Start of Liturgical Year B 

Advent 1 
17 Dec SAVE THE DATE at 8 pm  

Advent Carol Liturgy 

‘Waiting for the Light’ 

next choral masses 

5 Nov All Saints’ Sunday—Full Choir 

26 Nov The Reign of Christ—Full Choir 

3 Dec Advent 1—Quartet 

at the back of the church 

October TMA 

St Marks Community Centre—250 George St Fitzroy 

A Partnership with Anglicare Victoria 

Hours:           Mon—Fri:          11.00 am—3.00 pm 
Coordinator:    Ms Louise Lang    T: 03 9419 3288 

St Marks RECYCLED—298 Smith St Collingwood 
Hours:              Mon—Sat:  11.00 am—5.00 pm 

T: 03 9417 2965 
Manager:           Mr Michael Goldwaser 

community programs 

Parish Priest:     Fr Stuart Soley SCP         T:  03 9419 5051           E: frstuart@stmarksfitzroy.com 

Priests Assisting:   Fr Tom Brown, Dr Cecilia Francis, Dr Graeme Garrett, The Reverend Louise Lang, Dr Brian Porter, Dr John Spring 

Director of Music: Dr Geoffrey Cox  

Wardens:           Mr Rod Conn, Mr Philip Cornish, Ms Louise McGuire   Secretary:  Ms Heather Stock 

Addresses:        A:  Cnr George & Moor Streets, Fitzroy                  P: PO Box 124, Fitzroy, Vic 3065 

directory 

ANY MATERIAL FOR NEXT WEEK’S PEW BULLETIN—PLEASE SEND TO FR STUART BY WEDNESDAY MORNING  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

SUNDAY 5 NOVEMBER 

The meeting will take place in the Old School 
Hall following the Mass that day—Guide to the 
Annual Meeting Procedures, Nomination forms 
for Offices, Forms to enrol or revise your details 

on the parish roll will be available from next 
Sunday. 

22 October 2017 

The Twenty Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

guide to today’s solemn mass 

The liturgical colour used on the Sundays in Ordinary Time is Green. It symbolises the bountiful and 
growing life we receive from God.  In spring, as the days are lengthening and gain in warmth, we are 
invited to embrace the growth that Christ’s living Spirit gives. Our growth in Christ can be as visible 

and flourishing as the new leaves and the blooming flowers. 

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Dr Cecilia Francis 

Hospitality Welcoming Team  Robin Murray, Martin Dickenson 

   

Entrance 492 Set Tune King’s Lynn 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings  Isaiah 45:1-6; Psalm 96; 1 Thessalonians 1:1-5ab; Matthew 22:15-21 

Lector Susanne Dahn Cantor Andrea Blansjaar 

Psalm   

 

 

 

    

Collection 333 Set Tune Michael 

Eucharistic 
Assistants 

Ros Simmons 

Andrew Buchanan 
 

   

Communion 388 Set Tune Truro 

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional Prelude in G (BWV 541) J.S. Bach 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Host Angus Gordon  



The emergence of a common enemy is often 
the catalyst for sworn enemies to unite. In 
first century Palestine, Pharisees who were 
the respected religious teachers of the law 
and Herodians who represented secular Jew-
ish power and wealth despised each other 
on both religious and political grounds. 
When both were faced with a perceived 
threat to their authority, however, they unit-
ed in opposition. Their “opponent” in that 
context was Jesus of Nazareth.  

No good was to come of their alliance. They 
come together and try to set a trap for him. 
In attempting to set him up, they ironically 
pay him the greatest of tributes: addressing 
him as “teacher”, they acknowledge his sin-
cerity and admit that he teaches the way of 
God in accordance with the truth. They wit-
ness to his lack of concern with status and 
hierarchical division. 

The question of these traditional enemies is 
intended to put Jesus in a “no win” position: 
“Is it lawful to pay tribute to the emperor or 
not?” Jesus turns the question back upon 
them. He lets them know that he is aware of 
their malicious intentions and asks them to 
produce the coin used for the tax. He thus 
makes the issue one of images, a sensitive 
issue for all Jews, rather than of tribute. The 
Roman denarius that they produce bears the 
bust of the Roman emperor and the Latin 
inscription, “Tiberius Caesar, son of the di-
vine Augustus, High Priest”. 

Jesus’ response, “Give to Caesar what be-
longs to Caesar and to God what belongs to 
God”, can be interpreted in several ways. Is 
Jesus simply exposing their hypocrisy as 
bearers of images? From a Jewish perspec-
tive, everything belongs to God, the earth 
and all its riches.  

The disciples of the Pharisees and the Hero-
dians are Jews, even if the sympathies of the 
latter lean towards the Roman occupiers. Is 
he telling them to pay the tax while still rec-
ognising God’s prior claim? Is he telling them 
not to pay the tax precisely because the em-
peror has no claim on what belongs to God? 
Is he critiquing the Roman occupation or 
legitimizing it? Or is he saying something 
else? They are left to interpret his response 
as they wish.  

One thing is clear: Jesus’ words have nothing 
to do with the modern distinction between 
Church and secular state. There are good 
reasons for paying taxes in a secular state 
and for contributing financially to the life of 
the Church. It is quite anachronistic to in-
voke this text in support of paying state tax-
es or of supporting the Church financially. 
The story is more about sincerity and truth 
in our relationships with each other and with 
the God of all truth. That must be the main 
criterion for any personal or global alliance, 
military or otherwise. 

Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM.  Reprinted with permission. 

Anglican 

Calendar 

2018 

Only $17.50 

Order your copies 
now so you can 
plan your Christ-

mas gifts! 

 

Place your orders 
with Heather Stock 

FASHIONING A NEW CHURCH 

Last week I wrote about the intervention of 
the Anglican Archbishop of Sydney on behalf 
of his diocese in the same sex marriage post-
al survey. It is but one action of some church 
people in this campaign. I want to distinguish 
between the more hateful and misleading 
information put out and those of sincerely 
held views. These are a microcosm of some 
trends in the western world that are disturb-
ing and are inviting Christians to ‘step up’ to 
resist.  

The situation in the United States is far more 
stark than here and many American Chris-
tians are responding from a deep connection 
with the central tenets of their faith. Howev-
er, there are veins of this in the Australian 
body politic and church politic which warrant 
us renewing and strengthening our Christian 
stance. Strong, not reactionary or defining 
ourselves against another but finding the 
deep core of commitment and voice.  

The Executive Council of the Episcopal 
Church of the United States (the American 
equivalent of the Anglican Church) met re-
cently and was addressed by Bishop Michael 
Curry, their presiding bishop. He said that 
there were many ’voices in our culture that 
masquerade as Christians’ but that many of 
these ‘do not even show basic humanitarian 
concern and care’, much less echo Jesus’ 
message of love and forgiveness. He said:  

‘I believe that the way of Jesus, the way that 
is gracious, kind, loving, just, good—that way 
and that Jesus—is what the world is hungry 
for and God help us, we’re getting a Macedo-
nian Call’.  

What is this ‘Macedonian Call’? Curry refers 
to the episode in Acts 16:6-10 in which the 
apostle Paul ‘having been forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia,’ accord-
ing to the passage, has a vision one night of a 
man pleading with him to come help him and 
his friends in Macedonia. Once there, Paul 
meets and converts Lydia, her household 
and many others, and plants many churches 
on what is now known as his second mission-
ary journey.  

The crux of Michael Curry’s point is that at 
the core of the church’s vision and life is to 
work to do justice and protect God’s creation 
and safeguard the dignity of every human 
being. I am convinced that the church will 
need to join these debates again although 
the credibility of the institution has taken a 
battering over the last while relating to its 
mishandling of sex abuse matters.  

But the call to impart that loving, kindness, 
openness to the new, compassion and for-
giveness remains as urgent a call as ever for 
every Christian. This is necessary in the never 
ending debate on sexuality, euthanasia, how 
we share the resources of the earth or stew-
ard the great gifts of creation.  

As we prepare for the Annual Meeting of the 
Parish in a fortnight’s time—this is the rea-
son why we attend to the temporal matters 
of the church—matters of finance, buildings, 
and so on—to ensure there is a place in 
which these values to be proclaimed and 
lived out. These values, the scriptures attest, 
are God’s values. They are summed up quite 
simply and revolutionarily as loving God and 
our neighbour as ourselves. God bless you.  

Fr Stuart 
writes  
© Fr Stuart Soley.  

Do not reprint 
without permission. 


