
noticeboard 

in the parish this week 

Mon 13 Monday— 

 11.00 am Mass 

Tue 14 Tuesday—Cyril and Methodius, Mission-

aries to the Slavs, 869 and 885 

 12.00 pm Mass 

Wed 15 Wednesday—Sigfrid, Bishop, Apostle of 

Sweden, 1045 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 16 Thursday—  

 7.30 am Mass  

Fri 17 Friday—Janani Luwum, Archbishop of 

Uganda, Martyr, 1977 

   

Sat 18 Saturday— 

   

next Sunday– 19 February 

The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am  Solemn Mass  

readings next week 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18; Ps 103; 

1 Corinthians 3:16-23; Matthew 5:38-48 

forthcoming events 

13 Feb Parish Council—7 pm 

19 Feb Visit of Bishop Genieve Blackwell 

21 Feb Pastoral Group—7 pm 

23 Feb Wardens Meeting—7 pm 

28 Feb Shrove Tuesday 

23 Mar Opening of Bee Exhibition  

next choral masses 

26 Feb Transfiguration of the Lord 

19 Mar The Third Sunday in Lent 

at the back of the church 

The February TMA 

Fr Stuart’s Homilies for the Incarnation 

St Marks Community Centre—250 George St Fitzroy 

A Partnership with Anglicare Victoria 

Hours:           Mon—Fri:          11.00 am—3.00 pm 
Coordinator:    Ms Louise Lang    T: 03 9419 3288 

St Marks RECYCLED—298 Smith St Collingwood 
Hours:              Mon—Sat:  11.00 am—5.00 pm 

T: 03 9417 2965 
Manager:           Mr Michael Goldwaser 

community programs 

Parish Priest:     Fr Stuart Soley SCP      T:  03 9419 5051              E: frstuart@stmarksfitzroy.com 

Priests Assisting:   Fr Tom Brown, Dr Cecilia Francis, Dr Graeme Garrett, The Reverend Louise Lang, Dr Brian Porter, Dr John Spring 

Director of Music: Dr Geoffrey Cox  

Wardens:           Mr Rod Conn, Mr Philip Cornish, Ms Louise McGuire    Secretary:  Ms Heather Stock 

Addresses:        A:  Cnr George & Moor Streets, Fitzroy                  P: PO Box 124, Fitzroy, Vic 3065 

directory 

12 February 2017 

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

guide to today’s solemn mass 

The liturgical colour used in Ordinary Time is Green, a colour symbolising growth. The Australian 
summer is hot and we see the greenery of the spring grass dry out and the greens of other plants 

are more vivid. If we life as parched - God’s bounty and presence is still there for us and our 
growth in this faith is stimulated by God’s creative Spirit.  

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Fr Tom Brown 

Hospitality Welcoming Team Robin Murray, Martin Dickenson 

    

Procession 151 Tune Melcombe (NEH 238) 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings  Sirach 15:15-20; Ps 119; 1 Corinthians 2:6-10; Matthew 5:38-48 

Lector Graham Baker Cantor Sarah Hobday North 

Psalm   

     

Collection 416 Set Tune Martyrdom (NEH 337) 

   

Communion 306 Set Tune Ach Gott Und Herr 

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional Prelude in F minor (BWV 534) - J.S. Bach 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Host Rena Pritchard   



Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM. Reprinted with permission. 

We sometimes forget that Jesus was a faith-
ful Jew who observed the Law handed down 
within Israel from generation to generation. 
Today’s gospel brings us the continuation of 
Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount in which 
Jesus, the faithful Jewish teacher, addresses 
his Jewish disciples and the Jewish crowds 
gathered to hear his words. 

The mission of Jesus (“I have come to…”) is 
to fulfill the law, not to do away with it, and 
fulfilling the law is a question of 
“righteousness”. The Greek 
term for righteousness, dikai-
osunē, translates both the 
Hebrew sedeqah meaning 
“right relationship” and mish-
pat meaning “justice”.  

The righteousness of the offi-
cial teachers of the Law, the 
scribes and Pharisees, their manner of re-
lating to others and their notions of justice, 
are judged to be quite inadequate for those 
who are part of God’s reign, “the kingdom of 
heaven” in Matthew’s terminology. The 
righteousness of Jesus’ followers is to 
“exceed” such minimalist interpretations and 
expressions of the Law. 

Jesus, authentic teacher and interpreter of 
the Law, offers six examples of the righteous-
ness that “fulfils” the Law. Four of these ex-
amples are included in today’s reading. What 
was heard “of old” is contrasted with what 
Jesus wants to say to them. In the first in-
stance, they all know that the Law forbids 
murder. They may not have considered the 
connection between unrestrained anger or 
murderous thoughts and murder itself. In a 
series of cascading sentences, Jesus presents 
a charter for reconciliation and forgiveness. 
He reminds his audience that true worship 
demands a forgiving heart expressed in ac-

tion. He includes a fairly pragmatic reason 
for settling out of court: you may actually 
find yourself in prison. There may be an im-
plicit criticism here of the increasingly puni-
tive legal system of the time. 

The second example puts “lustful looking” on 
a par with adultery. In an age of easy access 
to internet pornography, this example has a 
particular resonance. Such activities make a 
travesty of gospel righteousness.  

The third example on divorce 
is complicated by the excep-
tive clause, “except in the 
case of porneia”. Porneia 
referred to any illicit sexual 
activity. Here it probably 
means marriages within de-
grees of kinship prohibited by 
Jews but not by Gentiles.  

The question seems to have arisen as to 
whether couples in such unions could stay 
together on becoming Christian. While Jesus 
presents the ideal (no divorce), we have to 
put this teaching into a broader context. 
Writing to the people of Corinth on this sub-
ject, Paul allows for exceptions, since “God 
has called us to peace”. The fourth example 
is about swearing on oath. Righteousness 
calls for honesty and transparency in every 
day dealings. If the words we use are congru-
ent with the intentions of our heart, we 
should not have to invoke God as a witness 
to the veracity of our claims. 

LOOKING FORWARD TO LENT 

Lent begins on 1 March. I will 
be following my custom during 
Lent which is to facilitate a 
group reading of a book on 
Wednesday evenings. We had 
a terrific group last year and I 
am calling those members back 
and others who may wish to 
join to form:  

The Reading Circle 

We will read, reflect and discuss the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book for 2017 
penned by him. Archbishop Justin worked in 
finance before being ordained and his in-
sights will stimulate our thoughts on how we 
engage with economics today. Please indi-
cate your interest on the form on the nar-
thex table. The book costs $18. 

THE BEE PROJECT 

Do keep thinking about volunteering for du-
ties in the church to welcome visitors to the 
Bee Exhibition and associated events from 
23 March to 7 May. The second information 
session is 19 February when our regional 
bishop, Genieve Blackwell will visit us. 

POSITIVE CHANGE 

SOUND 

Last Sunday, I out-
lined the difficulties in 
attaining quotes to fix 
our broken sound 
system. My words elicited a contact which I 
have pursued this week. I know this one 
will be forthcoming with a quote soon.  

THE PARISH HALL 

After about a quarter of a century the ten-
ancy of our parish hall has ended. After an 
inspection, the parish council will be able to 
determine what we can do with the build-
ing. We have been fortunate to have the 
professional services of the Diocesan Prop-
erty Office to handle this complex and sen-
sitive issue.  

Fr Stuart writes . . . 
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 

PROPHETS IN YOUR HOMETOWN 

The prophets had one foot in Israel and one 
foot outside. So must you have one foot in 
your faith community and one foot in the 
world. Always we have to find our love, 

then give our love away. Sometimes it isn't 
easy to give or to see. We must love where 
we are called to love, and sometimes that 
means loving people and institutions that 

really turns us off.  

The prophets always loved Israel; they were 
always faithful to her. They believed that 
the Lord was using Israel to proclaim his 

presence and love to the world. They didn't 
feel they were better than Israel. They 

knew they had to speak a word of truth to 
that nation. Although they suffered at the 

hands of the world, they suffered even 
more at the hands of Israel. 

Richard Rohr 

From The Great Themes of Scripture 

Thank you to those who have already volun-

teered for the project and associated events.  

BEES INFORMATION SESSION 2 

A Partnership Program between CCP 

(Centre for Contemporary Photography) & 

Saint Mark’s 

SUNDAY 19 FEBRUARY—IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER SOLEMN MASS 

10.30 am—11.15 am 


