
noticeboard 

in the parish this week 

Mon 6 Monday—Paul Miki and Companions, 

crucified at Nagasaki, 1597 

 11.00 am Mass 

Tue 7 Tuesday— 

 12.00 pm Mass 

Wed 8 Wednesday— 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 9 Thursday—  

 7.30 am Mass  

Fri 10 Friday—Scholastic, sister of Saint Bene-

dict, Abbess, c.543 

 10.00 am Archivist Society Service 

Sat 11 Saturday—Our Lady of Lourdes 

   

next Sunday– 12 February 

The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am  Solemn Mass  

readings next week 

Sirach 15:15-20; Ps 119; 

1 Corinthians 2:6-10; Matthew 5:38-48 

forthcoming events 

13 Feb Parish Council—7 pm 

19 Feb Visit of Bishop Genieve Blackwell 

26 Feb Blessing of Calvary Garden.  

28 Feb Shrove Tuesday 

23 Mar Opening of Bee Exhibition  

next choral masses 

3 Feb Midsumma Mass—Friday—7 pm 

5 Feb Presentation of the Lord—9.30 

at the back of the church 

February TMA 

Fr Stuart’s Homilies for the Incarnation 

St Marks Community Centre—250 George St Fitzroy 

A Partnership with Anglicare Victoria 

Hours:           Mon—Fri:          11.00 am—3.00 pm 
Coordinator:    Ms Louise Lang    T: 03 9419 3288 

St Marks RECYCLED—298 Smith St Collingwood 
Hours:              Mon—Sat:  11.00 am—5.00 pm 

T: 03 9417 2965 
Manager:           Mr Michael Goldwaser 

community programs 

Parish Priest:     Fr Stuart Soley SCP      T:  03 9419 5051              E: frstuart@stmarksfitzroy.com 

Priests Assisting:   Fr Tom Brown, Dr Cecilia Francis, Dr Graeme Garrett, The Reverend Louise Lang, Dr Brian Porter, Dr John Spring 

Director of Music: Dr Geoffrey Cox  

Wardens:           Mr Rod Conn, Mr Philip Cornish, Ms Louise McGuire    Secretary:  Ms Heather Stock 

Addresses:        A:  Cnr George & Moor Streets, Fitzroy                  P: PO Box 124, Fitzroy, Vic 3065 

directory 

Thank you to those who have already vol-
unteered for the project and associated 

events.  

BEES INFORMATION SESSION 2 

A Partnership Program between CCP 
(Centre for Contemporary Photography) 

& Saint Mark’s 

SUNDAY 19 FEBRUARY—IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER SOLEMN MASS 

10.30 am—11.15 am 

5 February 2017 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple (Candlemas) 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

guide to today’s solemn mass 
White is the liturgical colour until the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on 2 February; the 

40th day of Christmas. We celebrate the central mystery of the Christian Faith—the Word be-

come flesh. The Incarnate Word—Jesus the Christ—shines light into our lives to bring wholeness 

in body, mind and spirit.  

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Fr Stuart 

Hospitality Welcoming Team Robin Murray, Martin Dickenson 

Introit Suscepimus, Deus  We ponder your steadfast love, O Lord—Chant (Mode 1) 

Procession See booklet Set Tune  

Setting Communion Service in the Phyrgian Mode—Charles Wood 

Readings  Malachi 3:1-4; Ps 24; Hebrews 2:10-11, 13b-18++; Luke 2:22-40 

Lector Susanne Dahn Cantor Full Choir 

Psalm   

     

Procession See booklet   

Collection See booklet Set Tune  

Communion Ministers  Graham Baker, Kate Cherry 

Motet  
When to the temple Mary went 
Johannes Eccard 

 

Communion See booklet Set Tune  

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional Psalm Prelude, Set 1, No 1—Herbert Howells 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Host Angus Gordon   



Contemplating the Gospel:  
Reflection by Donagh O’Shea reprinted  from ‘Today’s Good 

News’ website. 

The Law is mentioned three times in this reading: 
everything is being done “according to the Law,” 
that is, the Law of Moses. Jesus appears as fully 
within the Law; everything is being done the right 
way; he is fully identified with the Jewish people, 
or as a commentator with a lot of hindsight put 
it, “completely immersed in humanity.”  Very 
well, if there is to be hindsight, then let’s see this 
child as a grown man put to death in accordance 
with the same Law.  But can you still see the 
eight-day-old baby once you have mentioned his 
death?  

What else is mentioned three times in this read-
ing?  The Holy Spirit.  But remember, this is the 
Old Testament Holy Spirit.  It is not yet the divine 
Person of the Christian Trinity.  It was the un-
differentiated Spirit of God that hovered over the 
waters at the beginning of creation (Gen 
1:2).  The new Spirit would take people right out 
of the embrace of the Law.  

Sometimes it can be a good thing to try and set 
aside some of our hindsight.  When hindsight 
gets in before sight itself, it can blind rather than 
illuminate.  We have to give Jesus time to grow 
up – not only in himself but in us.  

It took an old man, Simeon, to discern the new 
thing that was happening.  And the old woman, 
Anna, is also aware.  They are wonderful exam-
ples of the clarity that can be found in old peo-
ple.  Every night of life the Church’s Night Prayer 
repeats Simeon’s canticle.  “Now, O Lord, you can 
dismiss your servant in peace....”  It is deeply 
meaningful.  Every day is like a short lifetime, and 
nightfall reminds us of approaching death.  The 
end is therefore not to be dreaded as something 
we have always excluded from our conscious-
ness, but welcomed as a fulfilment – much as the 
body welcomes the prospect of rest and sleep.  

HENRI NOUWEN  

 

Together with 
[Rembrandt’s] unfin-
ished painting Simeon 
and the Child Jesus, 
the Prodigal Son 
shows the painter’s perception of his aged 
self—a perception in which physical blind-
ness and a deep inner seeing are intimate-
ly connected. 

The way in which the old Simeon holds the 
vulnerable child and the way in which the 
old father embraces his exhausted son 
reveal an inner vision that reminds one of 
Jesus’ words to his disciples: ‘Blessed are 
the eyes that see what you see.’ Both Sim-
eon and the father of the returning son 
carry within themselves that mysterious 
light by which they see. It is an inner light, 
deeply hidden, but radiating an all-
pervasive tender beauty.  

The Return of the Prodigal Son 

Contemplating the Gospel:  
Reflection by Donagh O’Shea reprinted  from ‘Today’s Good 

News’ website. 
LOOKING WITH VISION 

What a wonderful Midsumma Mass it was on 
Friday evening last. The choir returned from 
the summer break in great voice, heart felt 
worship with signature St Mark’s hospitality 
to follow. Thank you to all parishioners who 
assisted in the preparation of refreshments 
and drinks.  

Tiernan Brady, a committed person of faith 
in the Roman Catholic tradition, and Execu-
tive Officer of Australian for Equality, shared 
deep wisdom from his experience which en-
riched us all. Tiernan’s witty, thoughtful and 
generous heart touch all. In the coming week 
a new ad campaign will be launched to en-
courage our parliamentarians to further the 
cause of equal marriage when parliament 
resumes. I hope they get moving on this.  

This photo is of me with Tiernan to the right 
of me, and the concelebrating priests (from 
left to right) Fr Andrew Eaton, Dr Cecilia 
Frances, Fr Matthew Healy and Dr Michael 
Kelly.  

Today Cecilia and I celebrate 22 years since 
we were ordained deacon in the Church of 
God. I have asked her to concelebrate with 
me to mark our anniversary.  

 

LOOKING FORWARD TO LENT 

In just over three weeks time we will begin 
our observance of Lent. As is my custom 
during Lent—I will facilitate the reading of 
a book on Wednesday evenings during the 
season. We had a terrific group last year 
and I am calling those members back and 
others who may wish to join to form:  

The Reading Circle 

We will read, reflect and discuss the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury’s Lent Book for 2017 
which he has written himself.  

Archbishop Justin 
worked in finance 
before being or-
dained and his 
insights will stimu-
late oru thoughts 
on how we engage 
with economics 
today. Please indi-
cate your interest 
on the form on the 
narthex table. The 
book costs $18. 

THE BEE PROJECT 

Do keep thinking about volunteering for 
duties in the church to welcome visitors to 
the Bee Exhibition and associated events 
from 23 March to 7 May. The second infor-
mation session is 19 February—see over-
leaf. back page. 

BEAUTIFICATION OF THE GARDENS 

The pittosporum which dominated the gar-
den was removed this week. We will soon 
be preparing the garden for further beauti-
fication works.  The front garden was tidied 
up by our new gardener, Harry whose im-
agination and skill opened up new vistas. 

Fr Stuart writes . . . 
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 


