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community programs 

Noticeboard 

In the Parish This Week 

Mon 11 Monday— 

 11.00 am Mass  

Tue 12 Tuesday— 

 12.00 pm Mass  

Wed 13 Wednesday—Lucy, martyr at Syracuse, 

304. Samuel Johnson, moralist, 1784 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 14 Thursday—John of the Cross, poet, teach-

er of the faith, 1591 

 7.30 am Mass 

Fri 15 Friday— 

  Fr Stuart’s Day Off 

Sat 16 Saturday— 

   

Next Sunday—17 December 

The Third Sunday of Advent 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am Solemn Mass  

Readings for Next Sunday  

Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11;  Luke 1:47-54; 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

directory 

Forthcoming Events 

17 Dec Lunch at the Pub …. All welcome 
at the Rochey after Mass! 

7 Jan Epiphany of the Lord  

Blessing of Chalk and Shared 
Lunch on the Lawns 

21 Jan Friends of Saint Mark’s Planning 
Workshop after Mass 

21 Jan Lunch at the Pub …. All welcome 
at the Rochey after Mass! 

SAVE THE DATE!  

17 Dec 8 pm—Advent Carol Liturgy 

‘Waiting for the Light’ 

2 Feb 7 pm—A Summer Mass 

Celebrating the Presence of 

LGBTIQ+ People in God’s Church 

during the Midsumma Festival  

next choral masses 

24 Dec Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 

2 Feb A Summer Mass (see above) 

at the back of the church 

December TMA 

Fr Stuart’s Annual Report as Incumbent 

Guide to Today’s Solemn Mass 

Advent is a season of joyful expectation so we use blue which evokes hope and wonder. 
The skies are blue and the waters sparkle as the days lengthen reminding us that our 

life in Christ is expansive through God’s communication of himself in love and life. 

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Fr Stuart  

Hospitality Welcoming Team  Robin Murray and Jacquie Joslin 

Procession 12 Set Tune Winchester New 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85; 2 Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8 

Lector Rena Pritchard Cantor Ross deVent 

Psalm   

     

Commission-
ing of Parish 
Council  

After Fr Stuart addresses Parish Councillors he will ask the congregation:  

People of the Saint Mark’s Anglican Parish,  do you accept these people to 
serve you and to lead you? Will you support them and pray for them? 

All:   We will, with God’s help.  

Procession  

of the Gifts 
See inside NEH 229 Freu Dich Sehr 

Eucharistic 
Assistants 

Leon Warden 

Philip Cornish 
 

   

Communion 3 Set Tune Cross of Jesus 

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional Nun komm der Heiden Heiland (BWV 659) J.S. Bach 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Hosts Nola Kilgour and Geoff Trent   

10 December 2017 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 



Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM. Reprinted with permission. 

sert. It is the place of testing and 
of new beginnings for God’s peo-
ple, the place of God’s coming or 
God’s “advent” to Israel. Jesus 
will be impelled by the Spirit into 
the wilderness where he will pass 
the tests that Israel failed. 

This reading invites us to prepare 
for God’s advent by ritualising 
metanoia (usually translated as 
“repentance”), and thus being 
ready for the one who comes. 
The translation “repentance” 
does not convey the nuances of 
the Greek term metanoia which 
literally means a “change of 
mind” and suggests an 
“expansion of horizons”. God’s 
advent demands a new mindset 
that will predispose us to receive 
the gift of God’s forgiveness and 
be open to feel the pain of earth 
as well as the pain of those ren-
dered poor. 

Mark’s depiction of John evokes 
the image of the prophet Elijah in 
2 Kings 8 and the “hairy mantle” 
of the prophet in Zechariah 13:4. 
John is a prophet who, like the 
prophets of old, calls God’s peo-
ple to reconsider where they 
stand in relation to God. He is 
also the one who heralds the ad-
vent of the “stronger” one who 
will baptize “with the Holy Spirit”. 
And yet there is nothing in the 
subsequent narrative about Jesus 
baptizing. As we reflect attentive-
ly on Mark’s gospel this liturgical 
year, we might discover for our-
selves the meaning of that refer-
ence. 

The first verse of Mark’s gospel 
evokes the opening words of Gene-
sis and thus situates the saving 
presence of Jesus in relation to the 
creation of earth and of all earth 
beings. The whole of Mark’s story 
of Jesus is presented as a begin-
ning. It is the beginning of a faith 
journey into which the listener/
reader is invited. In some manu-
scripts of the Greek text, there are 
only five words in this verse, seven 
in other manuscripts, and twelve in 
our English translation. The term 
gospel (euangelion) means good 
news. It referred originally to the 
news of victory delivered by a mes-
senger, usually in time of war. The 
good news in this context is about 
Jesus, a name meaning “Yahweh 
saves”. The reader learns that this 
Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed 
One of God, Israel’s longed for Mes-
siah. The actors within the story 
have to discover this truth as the 
drama unfolds. The two additional 
words present Jesus as “son of 
God”, or as one having the charac-
teristics of God.  

John the Baptizer is identified as 
the messenger who proclaims the 
need to prepare the way for the 
arrival of a new Presence in our 
world. Mark creates the impression 
that something big is happening 
here. John draws massive crowds 
from city and country alike. They 
come to him in the wilderness, the 
home of the other-than-human, of 
diverse forms of life. At a meta-
phorical level, wilderness recalls 
Israel’s experience in the Sinai de-

HYMN FOR THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

Comfort, Comfort O My People 

Because you gotta laugh! 
The perfect response to those who say: 

ADVENT 
BLESSINGS 

Throughout 
this holy sea-
son our gaze is 
lifted to the 
promise that is 
realised in the 
incarnation.  

It makes us yearn to welcome Christ 
in our midst … and the promise is 
that things will be made easy for his 
arrival—and not only him but the 
just world that comes to inaugurate.  

THANKS 

I want to thank Ros Simmons and 
Ellen Green who came in last 
Wednesday to erect and decorate 
the Christmas tree! It looks splendid 
as always complete with some new 
decorations this year—thanks Ros!   

THIRD SUNDAY LUNCHES  

Lunch at the Rochey (Corner George 
and Johnston Streets) is scheduled 
for next Sunday 17 December and 
then on 21 January and 18 February. 
Mark them in your diary now!  

ADVENT CAROLS 

I have been encouraging everyone to 
bring a friend or neighbour to this. It 
is one of the highlights of the season 
and it is a good way to ‘introduce’ 
newbies or the lapsed to liturgy and 
the message of hope ingrained in 
scripture and song!  

READING CIRCLE 

Continues meeting this Wednesday 
at 7 pm in the Old School.  

HYMN FOR THE PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

Comfort, Comfort O My People 

Fr Stuart Writes … 
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without 

Because you gotta laugh! 
The perfect response to those who say: 

other news 

ANGLICAN CALENDARS 

Thanks to all who purchasers of the 
2018 Anglican Calendar and Heather 
for overseeing this fundraising effort. 
We have raised $122.50 for Anglican 
Overseas Aid.  

HELP WITH CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

After Mass on next Sunday we will 
assist in assembling the hampers to 
be distribute to clients of the Com-
munity Centre prior to Christmas.  


