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community programs 

Noticeboard 

In the Parish This Week 

Mon 18 Monday—O Adonai (Lord)! 

 11.00 am Mass  

Tue 19 Tuesday—O Root of Jesse! 

 12.00 pm Mass  

Wed 20 Wednesday—O Key of David! 

 10.30 am Mass 

Thu 21 Thursday—O Dayspring! 

 7.30 am Mass 

Fri 22 Friday—O King of the Nations! 

   

Sat 23 Saturday—O Emmanuel! 

   

Next Sunday—24 December 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am Solemn Mass  

Readings for Next Sunday  

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16; Ps 89; 

Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38 

directory 

Forthcoming Events 

17 Dec Lunch at the Pub …. All welcome 
at the Rochey after Mass! 

7 Jan Epiphany of the Lord  

Blessing of Chalk and Shared 
Lunch on the Lawns 

21 Jan Friends of Saint Mark’s Planning 
Workshop after Mass 

21 Jan Lunch at the Pub …. All welcome 
at the Rochey after Mass! 

SAVE THE DATE!  

17 Dec TONIGHT!!  

8 pm—Advent Carol Liturgy 

‘Waiting for the Light’ 

2 Feb 7 pm—A Summer Mass 

Celebrating the Presence of 

LGBTIQ+ People in God’s Church 

during the Midsumma Festival  

next choral masses 

24 Dec Christmas Eve Midnight Mass 

2 Feb A Summer Mass (see above) 

at the back of the church 

December TMA 

Fr Stuart’s Annual Report as Incumbent 

Guide to Today’s Solemn Mass 

Advent is a season of joyful expectation so we use blue which evokes hope and wonder. 
The skies are blue and the waters sparkle as the days lengthen reminding us that our 

life in Christ is expansive through God’s communication of himself in love and life. 

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley PP Homilist Fr Stuart  

Hospitality Welcoming Team  Martin Dickenson and Gary Simmons 

Procession 7 Set Tune Little Conrad 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings  Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11;  Luke 1:47-54; 1 Thess 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Lector Graham Baker Cantor Matt Hadgraft 

Psalm   

     

Procession  

of the Gifts 
170 First Tune Luther’s Hymn 

Eucharistic 
Assistants 

Rod Conn 

Rena Pritchard 
 

   

Communion 5 Set Tune Merton 

The Angelus See on page 14 of the booklet 

Recessional Nun komm der Heiden Heiland (BWV 661) - J.S. Bach 

Hospitality  Our celebration continues with morning tea in the Old School Hall  

Hosts Angus Gordon   

17 December 2017 
The Third Sunday of Advent 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

 

Christmas Eve Christmas Day 

11.00 pm Carols—11.30 pm Midnight Choral Mass 9.30 am Solemn Mass 



Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM. Reprinted with permission. 

role is a pivotal one in the story of God’s 
saving action. His story is also pivotal in the 
unfolding of the drama of the fourth gospel. 
It is worth asking how we might answer the 
question that the priests and Levites put to 
John on behalf of the Jerusalem “Jews”: 
“Who are you?” If we can honestly answer 
that question, if we can admit who we are 
with all our strengths and weaknesses, if we 
can know our place in the scheme of things 
and own it in all humility, then we are prob-
ably in a good position to recognise and, like 
John, witness to the “one who is coming”, 
the light of the world, the revelation of God.  

A caution is in order regarding this gospel 
reading: we must remember that not only 
the opponents of Jesus but most of the ac-
tors in the gospel drama, including Jesus, 
are Jewish. The group of characters specifi-
cally named in the narrative as “the Jews” 
includes some influential members of the 
Jewish religious leadership, but cannot be 
identified with them because it comprises a 
more extensive group who are consistently 
in conflict with Jesus. It would be a serious 
disservice to the gospel to condemn the 
Jewish people on the basis of this and simi-
lar stories of Jewish opposition to Jesus.  

Today’s gospel reading falls into two sections. 
The first section comprises a little statement 
from the prologue of John’s gospel and the 
second revolves around a question that has 
already been answered in the prologue. In 
other words, the reader knows the answer to 
the question posed by the characters in the 
second section. The prologue presents John 
the baptiser as “a man sent from God”. He is 
not the light; he is rather a “witness” whose 
role is to testify to “the light”. The true light 
[Jesus] was “coming into the world”.  

In the face of less than friendly questioning, 
John the baptiser responds simply and honest-
ly to questions about his identity. The ques-
tions are relentless and John’s responses are 
unambiguous. He is not the Messiah, the 
Anointed of God. He is not the prophet Elijah 
that some identified with God’s messenger of 
Malachi 3:1-3 who would return and restore 
the “descendants of Levi” He is not the proph-
et-like-Moses of Deuteronomy 15. He states 
his identity with reference to the words of the 
prophet Isaiah: he is the voice crying out in the 
wilderness, inviting God’s people to prepare 
the way for God’s advent, God’s coming.  

John knows who he is, he understands the 
parameters of his mission, and he points his 
questioners in the direction of the truth. His 

Forthcoming Summer Sunday Celebrations 

31 December 2017 First Sunday after Christmas—The Holy Family 

9.00 am Lauds—9.30 am Solemn Mass 

7 January 2018 The Epiphany of the Lord 

9.00 am Lauds—9.30 am Solemn Mass 

14 January  The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00 am Lauds—9.30 am Solemn Mass 

21 January  The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

9.00 am Lauds—9.30 am Solemn Mass 

ADVENT BLESSINGS 

Again and again through the beautiful read-
ings appointed to be read at Mass during this 
holy season, we are being prompted to view 
anew how God relates to us and the world.  

It is about bringing righteousness—properly 
understood—as right relationship. In the end 
God does this as only God knows how—by 
being himself—becoming human flesh. Flesh 
and bone and heart and sinew. Mind and 
body and hopes and fears. God doesn't do 
this by giving directives or blocking ways. God 
frees and enlivens by unstopping all that pre-
vents and impedes. 

This action we will celebrate tonight in the 
Advent Carol Liturgy.  

ADVENT CAROLS 

This wonderful liturgy is very simple, yet elic-
its from us profound response in heart and 
mind. It is centred on the ancient office of 
Evening Prayer. Contained within this is the 
lighting of tapers which reflects the ancient 
practice of lighting the lamps at liturgies.  

This was when there 
was no externally pro-
duced light sources.  

It then moves onto the 
evening thanskgivng in 
which we use incense 
to fill the church with 
this powerful symbol of 
cleansing, honouring 
and rising thankfulness 
to God.  

Then we read and sing about the stories in 
this Advent time. I look forward to seeing 
you and your friends this evening.  

THIRD SUNDAY LUNCHES  

Lunch at the Rochey (Corner George and 
Johnston Streets) is scheduled for today. We 
will then meet on 21 January and 18 Febru-
ary. Mark them in your diary now!  

It is meant to be easy going… whoever is free 
to come and eat on any particular date … and 
for however long you are able to stay.  

Blessings aplenty to you in these days ap-
proaching the festival of Christmas.  

Fr Stuart Writes … 
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 

Because you gotta laugh! 
The perfect response to those who say: 

other news 

ANGLICAN CALENDARS 

Thanks to all who purchasers of the 
2018 Anglican Calendar and Heather 
for overseeing this fundraising effort. 
We have raised $122.50 for Anglican 
Overseas Aid.  

HELP WITH CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 

After Mass today we will assist our 
Community Centre by assembling the 
hampers to be distribute to clients 
during this coming week prior to 
Christmas.  


