
Noticeboard 

Liturgies: 25—30 June 

Mon  

25   
Tues  

26 12 noon Mass 

Wed Cyril, Bishop Alexandria, Teacher of the Faith, 
444 

27 10.30 am Mass 

Thu  Irenaeus, Bishop of Lyon, Teacher of the Faith, 

c.200 

28 7.30 am Mass 

Fri Peter and Paul, Apostles 

29   

Sat  

30   

Next Sunday—1 July 

The 165th Dedication Festival 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am Solemn Choral Mass 

Readings for Next Sunday  

1 Kings 8:22-23, 27-30; Psalm 84; 

Ephesians 2:19-22; John 10:22-30 

Forthcoming Events 

27 June Wardens Meeting—8.15 am 

9 July Parish Council meets—7 pm 

15 July Pub Lunch at the Rainbow Hotel 

17 July Pastoral Group-Ros Simmons’ 7 pm 

Next Choral Masses 

1 July Anniversary of Dedication  

29 July 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

19 Aug Mary, Mother of the Lord 

16 Sept 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Publications—In the Narthex 

Fr Stuart’s Holy Week and Triduum Homilies 

Fr Tom’s Homily for Easter 2 

Bishop Graeme’s Saint Marks Day Homily 

TMA June edition 

St Marks Community Centre—250 George St Fitzroy 
A Partnership with Anglicare Victoria 

Hours:  Mon—Fri:   11.00 am—3.00 pm 

Coordinator: Ms Louise Lang  T: 03 9419 3288 

St Marks RECYCLED—298 Smith St Collingwood 
A Community Program Supporting Saint Mark’s Community Centre 

Hours:  Mon—Sat:    11.00 am—5.00 pm 

Manager:  Mr Michael Goldwaser T:  03 9417 2965 

Community Programs 

Parish Priest: Fr Stuart Soley SCP   T:  03 9419 5051  E: frstuart@stmarksfitzroy.com 
Priests Assisting: Fr Tom Brown, Dr Cecilia Francis, Dr Graeme Garrett,  

The Reverend Louise Lang, Dr Brian Porter, Dr John Spring 

Director of Music: Dr Geoffrey Cox  

Wardens:  Mr Rod Conn, Mr Philip Cornish, Ms Louise McGuire  Secretary:  Ms Heather Stock 

Addresses:  A: Cnr George & Moor Streets, Fitzroy    P: PO Box 124, Fitzroy, Vic 3065 

Directory 

Feasts are made for laughter 
Ecclesiastes 10:19 

Church signs: 

Monthly Parish Pub Lunch 

3rd Sunday of the month—all welcome!  

We will lunch at the Rainbow Hotel  

24 June 2018 
The Birth of John the Baptist 

Guide to Today’s Solemn Mass 

The liturgical colour used for some of the Saints of God is white. It is used for those who led lives of exemplary 

openness to God. In their lives they point the way of a lively and responsive faith in God’s Spirit to work through 

them to point the way to an authentic expression of life based on the values of God’s Kingdom.  

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley Homilist Fr Stuart 

Hospitality Welcoming Team at the door Martin Dickenson and Robin Murray 

   

Entrance 168 On this high feast day Tune: Iste Confessor 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings Isaiah 49:1-6; Psalm 139; Acts 13:22-26; Luke 1:57-66, 80 

Reader Tony White Cantor James Allen 

Psalm       

       

Procession 
of the Gifts 

See p.2 God called great prophets  Tune: St Anne 

Eucharistic  

Assistants 

Rena Pritchard 

Rod Conn 
   

   

Communion 306 Strengthen for service Tune: Ach Gott Und Herr. 

The Angelus See page  14 in the Mass Booklet 

Recessional Prelude, Fugue and Chaconne in C—Dietrich Buxtehude 

Hospitality In the Old School Hall  Host Paul Neeson 
 

Flowers Anonymous donation 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com FB: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 
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Parish News 

END OF FINANCIAL YEAR DONATIONS 

As the end of the Financial Year approaches 
do not forget to remember the Church!  

If you would like to make some donations 
to the work of the church to take advantage 
of tax deductibility available for music, res-
toration and our work in outreach to the 
poor, take a brochure a the back of the 
church.  

WEEKLY GIVING ENVELOPES  

Many churchgoers have traditionally used 
this method for putting aside money to give 
in the collection on each Sunday of the 
year. New envelopes are available at the 
back of the church. Please take a set and 
record your name alone on the sheet of pa-
per provided. If you have any queries speak 
to Leon Warden or Gary Simmons.  

SHAPING WORSHIP ON ANZAC DAY 

For the last four years a liturgy has been 
held at St Paul’s Cathedral at 11 am on An-
zac Day. It is an ecumenical service of la-
ment, repentance and hope and has, as its 
orientation, ‘truly, we will remember them’.  

A group meets monthly to discuss the 
forthcoming service for the next year. There 
is room for new members in this group. If 
you are interested in being part of this 
group, which is coordinated by Dr Stephen 
Ames, speak to Fr Stuart who can facilitate 
you meeting up with Dr Ames.  

NEW GATE INTO THE CALVARY GARDEN 

The renovation of the Calvary Garden con-
tinues gradually.  

A new gate was 
installed this 
week using some 
old wrought iron 
fencing on site.  

HYMN FOR THE GIFTS 

God called great prophets to foretell 

1 God called great prophets to foretell 

the coming of his Son; 

the greatest called before his birth, 

was John, the chosen one. 

2.   John searched in solitude for Christ  

and knew him when he came; 

he showed the world the Lamb of God 

and hailed him in our name. 

3. That lonely voice cried out the truth,  

derided and denied; 

as witness to the law of God 

this mighty martyr died. 

4.   We praise you, Trinity in One, 

the light of unknown ways, 

the hope of all who search for you, 

whose love fills all our days. 

WORDS: Stanbrook Abbey 

TUNE: ST ANNE (NEH 417) 
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musical weekend in July! 
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Continued on page 7 …..  

Join us for a winter 
EVENTS THAT IMPACT US  

I am sure I am not alone in experiencing 
deep emotions when certain events in the 
world or the church occur.  

REFUGEES 

The sight of children being placed in cages 
inside the United States border being forci-
bly removed from their families. There is 
such harshness and cruelty which beggars 
belief. The continuing development of a cal-
lous and coarsening of public life is a real 
danger exemplified by these actions.  

I was also angry, as were church leaders 
across the United States, that the admin-
istration sought to use the bible to defend 
their actions. These quotations were wrong 
and their actions and their defence a sin.  

It is a painful irony that this happened 
around Refugee Week. Our Lord and Sav-
iour, Joseph and Mary, were refugees. 

Sometimes the most difficult issues are 
best summed up visually.  

You will see a beautiful prayer for refugees 
and all people on page 2 which next week’s 
guest homilist, Bishop Jeremy Greaves, 
posted on Facebook this week.  

There is a crying need for us to become 
more literate and defend the amazing 
efforts to protecting human dignity that 
were forged by those who saw the carnage 

of the two world wars 
in the twentieth centu-
ry with a determination 
that it should not hap-
pen again.  

CHURCH CONFLICT 

Many of you will have 
read of the statement 
of the Bishops of the 
Anglican Church of Australia about the 
changes to the Marriage Act last year. It is 
hard and fearful. I am saddened by it all but 
have refrained from public comment till I 
know more about what is going on. But I 
know many of you are deeply saddened, 
angry, confused about this. I am sorry. This 
should not be the case.  

Some of you will have also read about the 
organisation called GAFCON which is made 
up of people who are generally disquieted 
even angry about the church being more 
accepting of LGBTIQ+ people, women and 
other issues. They have just held a confer-
ence in Jerusalem and have ended with an 
aggressive declaration that they propose 
changing the church from within. My heart 
sank at the theological perspective as well 
as their proposed methods.   

It seems appropriate that we enter the next 
few weeks in which we are reminded and 
called to reflect on some of the core roots 
of what it means to be the church catholic. 
It is that which is a great gift to us and one 
which will steady us for these difficult 
times. First we have the Dedication Festival, 
then the feast of John Keble and Catholic 
Renewal Sunday. Then we celebrate Mary 
Magdalene who is the apostle to the apos-
tles. In each of these we can be grounded 
and pray for things to change and for us to 
find ways to assist in making sure that it 

does change.      Fr Stuart 

Fr Stuart Writes …  
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 
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Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM. Reprinted with permission. 

Today’s gospel is a good news story. Most 

of us respond with joy to the birth of a 

child, especially when the odds are stacked 

against the parents conceiving. As the child 

grows to maturity, friends and family might 

look back and interpret later achievements 

in the light of childhood expectation and 

promise. Stories of birth and childhood are 

often told in the light of later events. The 

story of the birth of John the Baptizer is 

told with hindsight and against the back-

ground of Jewish expectations in the Sec-

ond Temple period. The 

gospel writers reflect on 

the role John played in 

recognising the signifi-

cance of Jesus of Naza-

reth and in pointing to 

Jesus as the unique agent 

and prophet of God’s empire over against 

the Roman Empire.  

Luke is the only gospel writer to reflect on 

John’s “pre-history” and to hint that his 

birth belonged within the biblical tradition 

of the “wondrous” births of remarkable 

people. He interprets the birth of John as 

an expression of God’s “great mercy”. Luke 

narrates the childhood story of John in par-

allel and yet in appropriate relationship 

with the story of the child Jesus, whose 

identity and mission represent the ultimate 

revelation of Israel’s God.  

In announcing the birth of John the Baptiz-

er, storyteller Luke uses the language of ful-

filment: “the time came” [for Elizabeth to 

give birth] is literally “the time was ful-

filled”. The birth of this child is a time of the 

fulfilment of God’s word, as previously an-

nounced by the angel Gabriel to his father 

Zechariah (Luke 1:13-17). Zechariah had 

been told not to fear, for his wife Elizabeth 

would give birth to a son and “you will 

name him John”.  

Joy and gladness would be the response to 

the birth of this child who was to be “filled 

with Holy Spirit even before his birth”. 

John’s destiny was “to 

make ready a people”. Je-

sus, the one for whom 

John is “preparing the 

way” will later refer to 

him as “a prophet” and 

“more than a proph-

et” (Luke 7:27).  

Zechariah, who refuses to believe that he 

and Elizabeth will have a child in their ad-

vanced years, is told that he will be mute 

“until the day these things occur” (1:17. 

“These things” encompass the birth of the 

child, the joy-filled response of the faith 

community and the naming of the child 

eight days after birth. John’s name, mean-

ing “YHWH (the God of Israel) has shown 

grace”, foreshadows the extraordinary mark 

that this child, the son of Elizabeth and 

Zechariah, will make on his world and con-

sequently on ours. Like John, we are called 

to “make ready a people”, to prepare the 

way.  
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Special Guest and Celebrations for the 165th Dedication Festival 

I am delighted that Bishop Jeremy Greaves accepted my invitation earlier this year to join us 
for our Dedication Festival as we celebrate the 165th anniversary of the commencement of 
the building of this sacred place in which we are reborn and remade in God’s likeness day by 
day. A brief biography follows to describe a little more about our distinguished visitor.  (Fr S) 

Bishop Jeremy 
Greaves was ordained 
a Deacon in 1997 and 
a Priest in 1998 and 
has held a number of 
appointments in South 
Australia and the 
Northern Territory in-
cluding Dean of Christ 
Church Cathedral in 
Darwin and Adminis-
trator of the Diocese 
of the Northern Terri-
tory. 

Bishop Greaves came 
to Queensland in 2013 
as Rector of Buderim 
Parish. He was ap-
pointed Bishop of the 
Northern Region in 
2017. 

Bishop Greaves is pas-
sionate about finding 
ways for the Church to 
engage with the wider 
community, be a re-
spectful participant in 
public discourse and 
continue to be a place 
where everyone is 
welcome. 

Bishop Greaves is mar-
ried to Josie and they 
have three children. 


