
Noticeboard 

Liturgies: 30 April—4 May 

Mon  

30   
MAY 

Tues 

 

1  12 noon Mass 

Wed Athanasius, bishop of Alexandria, 387 

2 10.30 am Mass  

 12 noon Stations of the Resurrection 

Thu  Philip and James, apostles 

3 7.30 am Mass 

Fri English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation 

Era 

4   

Sat  

5   

Next Sunday—6 May 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am Solemn Mass 

Readings for Next Sunday  

Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48; Ps 98; 

1 John 4:7-10; John 15:9-17 

Forthcoming Events 

3 May Wardens Meeting—TBC 

20 May Lunch at the Rochey—all welcome 

14 May Parish Council Meeting—7 pm 

15 May Pastoral Group—Ros Simmons 
house—7 pm  

Next Choral Masses 

25 Apr Saint Mark’s Day 

13 May Easter Carols 

3 June Corpus Christi 

1 July Anniversary of Dedication  

Publications—In the Narthex 

Janet Jukes’ Address at the Summer Mass  

Fr Stuart’s Holy Week and Triduum Homilies 

Fr Tom’s Homily for Easter 2 

St Marks Community Centre—250 George St Fitzroy 
A Partnership with Anglicare Victoria 

Hours:  Mon—Fri:   11.00 am—3.00 pm 

Coordinator: Ms Louise Lang  T: 03 9419 3288 

St Marks RECYCLED—298 Smith St Collingwood 
A Community Program Supporting Saint Mark’s Community Centre 

Hours:  Mon—Sat:    11.00 am—5.00 pm 

Manager:  Mr Michael Goldwaser T:  03 9417 2965 

Community Programs 

Parish Priest: Fr Stuart Soley SCP   T:  03 9419 5051  E: frstuart@stmarksfitzroy.com 
Priests Assisting: Fr Tom Brown, Dr Cecilia Francis, Dr Graeme Garrett,  

The Reverend Louise Lang, Dr Brian Porter, Dr John Spring 

Director of Music: Dr Geoffrey Cox  

Wardens:  Mr Rod Conn, Mr Philip Cornish, Ms Louise McGuire  Secretary:  Ms Heather Stock 

Addresses:  A: Cnr George & Moor Streets, Fitzroy    P: PO Box 124, Fitzroy, Vic 3065 
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Monthly Parish Lunch at the Rochey 

Third Sunday in the Month 

Cnr George & Johnston Streets 

3rd Sunday of the month—all welcome!  

29 April 2018 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Guide to Today’s Solemn Mass 

Gold is used as the colour for this Season of the Resurrection which is celebrated for 50 Days until Pentecost. The 

shortening and mellow days of Easter Time allowing for ongoing reflection and seeking for the signs of new life 

promised by the Risen One. On the Sundays of Easter the Commemoration of Baptism through the thanksgiving 

for water and the rite of sprinkling the baptised replaces the penitential rite. 

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley Homilist Fr Stuart 

Hospitality Welcoming Team at the door Robin Murray and Martin Dickenson 

   

Entrance 122 Thou hallowed chosen morn Tune: Mach’s Mit Mir ... 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings Acts 9:26-31; Psalm 22; 1 John 3:18-24; John 15:1-8 

Reader Eric Gamon Cantor Andrea Blansjaar 

Psalm       

       

Procession 
of the Gifts 

448 Sing ye faithful, sing with gladness Tune: Regent Square (401) 

Eucharistic  

Assistants 

Philip Cornish 

Leon Warden 
   

   

Communion 276 Bread of heaven on thee we feed Tune: Nicht so Traurig 

Regina Caeli See the second last page of the booklet 

Recessional Toccata in C (BWV 564) J.S. Bach 

Hospitality In the Old School Hall  Host Ian Robertson 
 

Flowers Gift towards these in name of Louise Keramaris 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com FB: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

EASTER CAROLS—SING CHRIST RISEN!—SUNDAY 13 MAY AT 6 pm 
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Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM. Reprinted with permission. 

Again and again, life's experiences teach us 
that, as members of the Earth community, 
we cannot make it on our own. We need 
one another, other living beings, the sun, 
the soil, the water and everything else that 
formed from exploding stars in the distant 
past. The gospel reading reminds us that as 
baptised Christians we are not just inti-
mately interlinked but that the source of 
our unity is the Risen Christ. As limbs and 
leaves and sap of the same vine, we simply 
cannot survive in isolation.  

The vine image picks up one of 
the most potent biblical images 
for God's relationship to the 
people of Israel. It is an image 
of life and growth, of colour 
and vibrancy. It holds the 
promise of a life-sustaining 
grape harvest that is ultimately 
transformed into wine, the bib-
lical symbol for joy. God 
brought Israel “the vine” out of 
Egypt (Psalm 80:9). For the 
prophet Isaiah, Israel is also a 
vineyard planted and nurtured 
by God (5:1-7; 27:3). For Jeremiah, Israel is 
the choice vine “of fully tested stock” plant-
ed by God (2:21).  

The Johannine Jesus makes the claim: “I am 
the true vine/vineyard” and God is the 
“vinegrower”. He goes further: “I am the 
vine/vineyard and you are the branches”. 
The potency of this image resides in the 
fact that a vine without branches is incon-
ceivable. It draws us into the mystery of the 
mutual interchange of life between us and 
the risen Christ, into the mystery of God. It 
also invites us to acknowledge our intercon-
nection with the whole of the Earth com-
munity, to nurture the wonderful biodiver-

sity of our planet, and to accept the inevita-
bility of “pruning” if we are to “bear fruit” 
and “become disciples”.  

“Pruning” can take various forms. A chance 
encounter, a sudden inspiration, a word 
from a friend, an unexpected illness, a con-
fronting story: any such experience can 
bring us to our senses and serve as a 
“pruning” device. The first reading for to-
day recounts the story of Saul of Tarsus 
who is “pruned” quite dramatically through 
his encounter with the Risen Christ on the 

road to Damascus. He is trans-
formed from persecutor to de-
fender of Christ and Christ’s 
followers. Saul becomes a dis-
ciple and “bears much fruit”.  

The Greek-speaking Christian 
Jews are suspicious, even mur-
derous, when he tries to 
preach the gospel among 
them. Peace ensues, however, 
and the movement takes hold 
in the regions where Jesus had 
first preached the gospel. It is 
worth reflecting on the cultur-

al diversity that characterised earliest Chris-
tianity and the tensions that had to be re-
solved between different language groups 
or groups of different ethnic origin for the 
gospel to flourish and bear fruit. John’s gos-
pel is written against the backdrop of such 
“pruning” within the early communities. 
Sometimes the requisite “pruning” is hear-
ing respectfully a point of view that differs 
from one’s own.  
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Stations of the Resurrection  

at Saint Mark’s: 

 

Wednesday 2 May 

12 noon 

Tuesday 8 May 

5.00 pm 

 

Parish News 
 continued from page 6 ….. 

EASTER FLOWERS 

Fr Stuart has been decorating the paschal 
candle stand and providing flowers for Our 
Lady and at the Shrine for Saint Mark.  

If you would like to contribute to the cost 
of these in thanksgiving for someone or 
something in your life … please use the en-
velopes at the back of the church. You will 
see these tributes are being recognised on 
the front page of the pew bulletin. Thank 
you to all those who have already made 
donations.  

WORKS IN THE CHURCH  

A timber predella has been built between 
the liturgical east side of the altar and the 
reredos steps. The stain matches the steps 
of the reredos. Predella is the liturgical 
term to describe a step or platform on 
which the altar is placed or adjacent to it.  

Other work in progress is the construction 
of a couple of other platforms to rational-
ise and make safe parts of the church 
where there are height differences.  

During the week new locks were installed 
on some of the new doors installed earlier 
this year. These have been calibrated to fit 
in with our in-house proprietary keying 
system. 

‘Resurrection’ from Way of Light—Stations of the Resur-
rection © Sr Mary Stephen CRSS and McCrimmon Pub-
lishing Co. Ltd 



Around the Parish … and the Work of Our Community Centre 
These personal accounts appeared in Melbourne Catholics—April 2018 edition. 

Our Community Centre works each weekday to assist people who ‘sleep rough’, are homeless, 
or have needs to assist them to get by, get a good feed and shower and wash clothes or talks 
to restore their dignity. These two personal stories are of two men who have slept in the pre-
cinct at various times and know our service well. God loves them! Dr Roberta Shaw, writer, 
researcher and independent publisher assisted in the recording of these personal accounts.  
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Continued on page 7 …..  
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Fr Stuart Writes …  
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 

SAINT MARK’S DAY FESTIVITIES 

What a wonderful celebration we had on 
our Patronal Feast Day last Wednesday!  

The Festive Mass was splendid and beauti-
ful with the choir in good voice and the 
servers, as usual, prayerful and attentive.  

It was good to welcome Bishop Graeme 
Rutherford back to preach. Many people 
enjoyed his homily and it will be available 
for those of you who would like to read it 
again.  

Jacquie Joslin, Louise and Michael McGuire 
and Heather Stock helped create a fun and 
sociable Spit Roast Dinner following the 
Mass.  

EASTER CAROLS 

The next big event in 
the Church Calendar is 
our annual celebration 
of Easter set within the 
ancient office of Evening Prayer … a form 
that dates to the earliest Christian era.  

Would you please do your best to promote 
this to your families and friends? See page 
4 for details.  

FLOWERS and SIMNEL CAKES 

Thank you to those who have donated  
money towards the ‘living flowers’ which 
we have purchased to decorate the church 
in this Easter Time.  

I am also grateful to Tom Mosby and Tony 
Ellwod and Jacquie Joslin for offering to 
bake simnel cakes for Mothers’ Day on 13 
May.  

DOROTHY SOLEY 

Thank you to all who have offered prayers, 
moral support and kind words this past 
week for my mother. Dorothy has a number 
of complex health issues and continues in 
hospital undergoing various tests and treat-
ments.  

Fr Stuart and Bishop Graeme 

at the Spit Roast Dinner 

Kate Cherry captured this great shot of the 

Liturgical Ministers preparing to leave the sanctuary at the 
end of the Mass 
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From: Charles Ringma, Hear the Ancient Wisdom: Daily 
Readings from the Early Church to the Reformation 

London: SPCK, 2013, p.129 ….  

PRUNING 

Every branch that bears no fruit, the Father 
takes away, and every branch that bears 
fruit he prunes so that it may bear even 
more fruit.  John 15:1-2 

These words help me put a new perspec-
tive on suffering. They help me to think 
about painful rejections, moments of lone-
liness, feelings of inner darkness and des-
pair, lack of support and human affection as 
God’s pruning. I am aware that I might have 
settled too soon for the few fruits that I can 
recognise in my life. I might say, ‘Well, I am 
doing some good here and there, and I 
should be grateful and content with the 
little good I do.’ but that might be false 
modesty and even a form of spiritual lazi-
ness. God calls me to more. God wants to 
prune me. a pruned vine does not look 
beautiful, but during harvest time it pro-
duces much fruit. The great challenge is to 
continue to recognise God’s pruning hand 
in my life. Then I can avoid resentment and 
depression and become even more grateful 
that I am called to bear even more fruit 
than I thought I could. Suffering then be-
comes a true way of purification and allows 
me to rejoice in the fruits with deep grati-
tude and without pride.  

In what spirit do I accept suffering in my 
life?  

Do I feel I never need any ‘pruning’?  

Prayer is a good way to share my suffering 
with the One who can and will share it.  

(Henri Nouwen, Returning: God’s Love Calls 
Us Home, p. 9.) 

Surprises in God’s Kingdom 

It is so easy for religious people to become 
self-righteous. They think they are better and 
more favoured than others. But the God of 
abundant grace may well lift a terrible sinner 
out of the ash heap of a decadent life while a 
religious person languishes in his or her shal-
low religiosity.  

While some Christians are more openhearted 
and generous in their attitude towards other 
people, others are more rigid and intolerant. 
The latter attitude is often helped by funda-
mentalists who know exactly how others 
should be and act. This can lead to a judg-
mentalism that factors out the triumph of 
God’s grace.  

The biblical story clearly points us in a very 
different direction. An insignificant people 
are raised up to bear God’s witness to the 
surrounding nations. People who practice 
justice are in God’s orbit more than those 
who make abundant burnt offerings. The 
poor rather than the religious establishment 
hear the words of Jesus with gladness of 
heart. And pagans are ushered into the faith 
rather than those to whom it was first 
offered.  

This very long story demonstrates how God 
works in unusual and surprising ways. God’s 
way is the way of the upside-down kingdom.  

The unknown author of The Clourd of Un-
knowing knows this vision. ‘And yet it often 
happens that some who have been hard-
ened, habitual sinners arrive at the perfec-
tion of this work sooner than those who have 
never sinned grievously. God is truly wonder-
ful in lavishing his grace on anyone he choos-
es.’ the author highlights God’s surprising 
ways.  

Thought 

See others through  the eyes of God’s great 
generosity. And see yourself not as a person 
of entitlement, but as a hungry person seek-
ing bread and wine 


