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community programs 

Noticeboard 

In the Parish This Week 

Mon 12 Monday— 

  Fr Stuart’s Day Off 

Tue 13 Tuesday— 

 12.00 pm Mass 

Wed 14 Wednesday— 

  No Mass today 

 7.00 pm Lenten Reading Circle  

Thu 15 Thursday— 

 7.30 am Mass 

Fri 16 Friday— 

   

Sat 17 Saturday—Patrick, Bishop, Missionary, 

Patron of Ireland, c.460 

   

Next Sunday—18 March 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am Solemn Mass 

Readings for Next Sunday  

Jeremiah 31:31-34++; Ps 51; 

Hebrews 5:7-9; John 12:20-33 

directory 

Forthcoming Events 

19 Mar Parish Council—7 pm  

20 Mar Pastoral Group—Ros and Steve 
Simmons’ house—7 pm  

22 Mar Wardens Meeting –8.15 am 

21 Mar 

28 Mar 

Stations of the Cross at 12 noon 

TODAY AFTER MASS!  

11 Mar A Courtyard Refreshment Event 

Wine and Cheese in the Vicarage 
Courtyard.  

Next Choral Masses 

25 Mar Palm Sunday 

29 Mar Holy Thursday 

30 Mar Good Friday 

31 Mar Holy Saturday 

1 Apr Easter Sunday – Quartet 

Readings 

continue this 
Wednesday night 

Old School Hall 

7 pm.  

In the Narthex 

March TMA 
 

Janet Jukes’ Address 
at the Summer Mass 

during the 
Midsumma Festival 

11 March 2018 
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

Guide to Today’s Solemn Mass 

The spartan liturgical decorations of Lent are lessened today with the wearing of rose coloured Eucharistic 
vestments. It is known as Laetare Sunday, from the Latin of the first word of the entrance antiphon for the 

day: Rejoice, Jerusalem! It is also known as Refreshment Sunday when Lenten disciplines are relaxed a 
little. On this Sunday the English celebrate Mothers’ Day which we do in May.  

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley Homilist Fr Stuart  

Hospitality Welcoming Team at the door Robin Murray and Martin Dickenson 

   

Procession See sheet Lift high the cross Tune: Crucifer 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings 2 Chronicles 36:14-17a, 19-23; Ps 137; Ephesians 2:4-10; John 3:14-21 

Lector Rena Pritchard Cantor Andrea Blansjaar 

Psalm       

       

Procession 
of the Gifts 

See sheet According to thy gracious word Tune: Bangor 

Eucharistic 
Assistants 

Rena Pritchard 

Rod Conn 
   

   

Communion See sheet When Christ was lifted from the  Tune: Caithness 

The Angelus See the second last page of the booklet 

Recessional Fantasia in C Minor (BWV 562) - J.S. Bach 

Hospitality In the Old School Hall Host James Doery 



Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM. Reprinted with permission. 

Life and death, seeing and believing in God’s 
love and mercy are at the heart of the story 
of the bronze serpent. The gospel writer 
taps into the collective memory of the 
emerging Christian community: just as the 
serpent was lifted up and the people found 
life, so will Jesus be lifted up and those who 
believe in him will find life. In John’s gospel, 
seeing is often equated with believing and 
believing leads to “life”.  

The bottom line is God’s saving love for “the 
world”, for the whole Earth 
community. Most of the 
themes in this passage have 
already been introduced in 
the prologue to the gospel. 
Here for the first time in the 
gospel, God’s saving activity 
is expressed in terms of 
“love”. God’s love is explicitly 
related to the gift of Jesus, 

God’s Son, for the salvation of the world. 
Salvation resides in acceptance of Jesus, 
judgment in the refusal to accept Jesus as 
the revelation of God. Later in this gospel 
(12:33), Jesus will again reference the 
bronze serpent story in an expansive em-
brace of all creation: “And I, when I am lift-
ed up from the earth, will draw all to my-
self.”  

The gospel for today is the concluding section 
of Jesus’ conversation with a Pharisee called 
Nicodemus, who comes to him “by night”. It 
features a number of typically Johannine 
themes: life, eternal life, believing, seeing, 
God’s love, salvation, judgment, light, dark-
ness, the world, truth. John loves to play on 
words. Without losing sight of the material 
reality underlying each image, we need to 
keep asking: how is this word or expression to 
be understood in this particular context? In 
John’s gospel, the characters 
often misunderstand and this 
gives Jesus the opportunity 
to lead his hearers to a deep-
er or different understanding 
of his words.  

As 21st century readers, we 
operate out of a symbol sys-
tem that belongs in a differ-
ent time and a different 
place, hence the need to explore the traditions 
informing the stories. The first two verses of 
today’s reading evoke the ancient Israelite 
tradition of the bronze serpent (Numbers 21:5
-9). According to the story, the Israelites are 
unhappy with their lot in the desert. They 
complain about the food or lack thereof. They 
blame both God and Moses. Their situation 
worsens with the outbreak of a plague of poi-
sonous snakes whose bite has killed a consid-
erable number of them. The people interpret 
the plague as punishment for their sin of 
speaking against God. They ask Moses to inter-
cede with God. God instructs Moses to make 
an image of a fiery serpent and set it on a 
pole: anyone affected by snakebite has only to 
look upon the image to find life and healing. 
And so it happens: the bronze serpent is lifted 
up and those who “see” or “look upon it” find 
life.  

Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

Father, we want to do your will as your Son 
does it: spontaneously, sincerely, free from 

selfishness and self-delusion, free from conde-
scension and fear, free from guilt, duty, com-

pulsion, self-blackmailing and all 
such forms of bondage that have 

kept us in slavery for too long. 

Luigi Gioia, Say it to God: In Search 
of Prayer, p.108. 

Good Reading 
What there is to read in the Melbourne Anglican 

Fr Stuart Writes … 
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 

VALE BETTY POWELL 

In the early hours of Tues-
day morning last Betty 
Powell died …. entering 
the fullness of eternal life.  

She was 92 years of age 
and a stalwart of the par-
ish from her baptism in this place in Septem-
ber 1925. Her Requiem Mass is set for Mon-
day 19 March at 10.30 am.  

Betty was an amazing woman, a woman of 
deep faith and commitment, bright, forthright 
and intelligent, witty in speech and passion-
ate about what is right and good. May she 
rest in peace and dwell with the saints in 
light!  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Please join me on one of the two dates sched-
uled for this moving devotion during Passion-
tide (Fifth Sunday in Lent to Holy Week). 

 Bishop Lindsay Urwin warns that Christian-
ity faces ‘growing intolerance’; Barney 
Zwartz on how to resist ‘anti-religion 
agenda’; Archdeacon Craig D’Alton on the 
challenge of growing churches in a hostile 
world; an interview with Swedish evangeli-
cal leader Stefan Gustavsson about reviv-
ing the ‘defence of faith’ to counter secu-
larism; and the Revd Paul Arnott  writes 
that Christians need to rebuild their credi-
bility by the way they live their lives; 

 Tributes to Billy Graham, including a per-
sonal reflection by the Revd Peter Corney; 

 A report on the Most Revd Kay 
Goldsworthy’s installation as the Archbish-
op of Perth, and the first woman in the 
world to have the title ‘Archbishop’;  

 Coverage of the Melbourne Diocese’s ordi-
nation of 20 deacons in February, including 
interviews with two of them about their 
journeys to ordination;  

 Oxford Dean Martyn Percy and US activist 
Jim Wallis critique President Trump’s belief 
system; 

 ‘How will corporate tax cuts serve the 
common good?’ asks Canon Dr Ray Cleary; 

 Retired judge David Harper AM on the 
urgent need for a national anti-corruption 
commission;   

 Professor of Biophysics Andrew Wood ex-
plains why, as a scientist, he continues to 
be a Christian;   

 ‘Without silence and stillness the soul can 
starve’: the Revd Akhil Gardner, assistant 
curate at All Saints’ Greensborough, re-
flects on how he has found that silence 
and stillness offer an antidote to ‘spiritual 
snacking’. 


