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community programs 

Noticeboard 

In the Parish This Week 

Mon 19 Monday—Joseph of Nazareth 

 10.30 am Requiem Mass  

Tue 20 Tuesday—Cuthbert, Bishop of Lindisfarne, 

Missionary, 687 

 12.00 pm Mass 

Wed 21 Wednesday—Thomas Cranmer, Bishop, 

Reformation Martyr, Liturgist, 1556 

 10.30 am Mass  

 12 noon  Stations of the Cross 

 7.00 pm Lenten Reading Circle  

Thu 22 Thursday— 

 7.30 am Mass 

Fri 23 Friday— 

   

Sat 24 Saturday—Oscar Romero, Bishop, Mar-

tyr, 1980 

   

Next Sunday—25 March 

Palm Sunday: The Sixth Sunday in Lent 

9.00 am Lauds  

9.30 am Procession, Solemn Choral Mass 

Readings for Next Sunday  

Mark 11:1-10; Isaiah 50:4-7; Ps 22; 

Philippians 2:6-11; Mark 14:1-15:47 

directory 

Forthcoming Events 

19 Mar Parish Council—7 pm  

20 Mar Pastoral Group—Ros and Steve 
Simmons’ house—7 pm  

22 Mar Wardens Meeting –8.15 am 

21 Mar 

28 Mar 

Stations of the Cross at 12 noon 

30 Mar Stations of the Cross at All Saints’ 
Catholic Church 

Next Choral Masses 

25 Mar Palm Sunday 

29 Mar Holy Thursday 

30 Mar Good Friday 

31 Mar Holy Saturday 

1 Apr Easter Sunday – Quartet 

Readings 

continue this 
Wednesday night 

Old School Hall 

7 pm.  

In the Narthex 

March TMA 
 

Janet Jukes’ Address 
at the Summer Mass 

during the 
Midsumma Festival 

18 March 2018 
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

www.stmarksfitzroy.com Facebook: stmarksfitzroy / stmarksfitzroychoir / stmarksrecycled 

Guide to Today’s Solemn Mass 

Our liturgy is restrained, and the liturgical decorations sparse, in Lent. Vestments are purple symbolising 
penitence and the royal nature of Jesus the Christ. We use the time to examine and renew our relationship 

as God’s people as we prepare our hearts for the Easter Festival.  

Presiding Fr Stuart Soley Homilist Dr Cecilia Francis  

Hospitality Welcoming Team at the door Robin Murray and Jacquie Joslin 

   

Procession 94 We sing the praise of him who died Tune: Bow Brickhill (set) 

Setting St Mark’s Setting—De angelis—Cox and Skinner, 1984 

Readings Jeremiah 31:31-34++; Ps 51; Hebrews 5:7-9; John 12:20-33 

Lector Graham Baker Cantor Ross deVent 

Psalm       

       

Procession 
of the Gifts 

90 O sacred head … (omit vv. 2,3) Tune: Passion Chorale 

Eucharistic 
Assistants 

Kate Cherry 

Graham Baker 
   

   

Communion 95 When I survey the wondrous cross Tune: Rockingham (set) 

The Angelus See the second last page of the booklet 

Recessional O Mensch, bewein’ dein Sünde gross (BWV 622) - J.S. Bach 

Hospitality In the Old School Hall Host Heather Stock 



Contemplating the Gospel …  
Reflection by © Veronica Lawson RSM. Reprinted with permission. 

within them is God’s Law. They will be God’s 
own billboard: the law of forgiveness and 
mercy will be written in their hearts. John 
uses the “eternal life” metaphor in much 
the same way as the other gospel writers 
use the “reign of God” or “kin-dom” image. 
To keep one’s life for “eternal life” has to do 
with living God’s transformative vision for 
creation in the present so that it might one 
day be fully realised.  

In John’s gospel, Jesus’ death is also his be-
ing lifted up in glory. The moment of his 
death becomes the moment of drawing 
“all” to himself. The “all” includes all people, 
but is not restricted to the human commu-
nity. It also allows for an ecological interpre-
tation: in his death and exaltation, Jesus 
gathers the whole Earth community into the 
mystery of God’s redemptive and trans-
forming love.  

Today’s gospel tells us that among those who 
go up to Jerusalem to worship at the feast of 
Passover are some “Greeks”. The reference is 
probably to a group known in the early church 
as “God-fearers”, although that designation is 
found only in Luke’s second volume, the Acts 
of the Apostles. These people were a bit like 
RCIA candidates in relation to Judaism. They 
were certainly interested in Judaism and, be-
cause of their active interest in the Jewish 
faith and traditions, were possibly better in-
formed about many of the Jewish traditions 
than those who had been members of the 
Jewish community all their lives. God-fearers 
seem to have been among the first Gentiles 
(non-Jews) to join the early Christian Jewish 
movement, i.e. the Jews who accepted Jesus 
as Messiah (or Christ).  

For Jesus, the arrival of these God-fearing 
Greeks signals his “hour”. Earlier in John’s gos-
pel, Jesus has insisted that his “hour” had not 
yet come. Now that his message receives glob-
al acknowledgement, or in the words of the 
Pharisees, now that “the world has gone after 
him” (John 20:19), he can announce that the 
hour of his glorification has come. Characteris-
tically, Jesus uses a potent agricultural image 
to capture the transformative nature of his 
imminent death: like the grain of wheat, he 
must go into the earth and die in order to bear 
fruit. The same is true for his followers: to be 
concerned only with self-preservation is to 
“lose” one’s life; to give one’s life is to “keep it 
for eternal life”.  

Although the language is more explicit in John, 
the grain of wheat image echoes some aspects 
of the first reading from the prophet Jeremiah 
(31:31-34). Jeremiah presents the God of Isra-
el as One who forgives and who is even pre-
pared to forget the sins of the past. The peo-
ple will be God’s garden: the seed planted 

God and Names 

God has no name, nor does he give us 
any, not because he would feel threat-
ened by this disclosure, but because he 
wants to be known by us at this deeper 
and authentic level. Thus, when Moses 

asks his name, God’s answer is I am who I 
am, (Ex 3:13-16), which means I act in 

the way I act, that is: ’If you want to know 
who I am pay attention to what I do for 

you, enter into a common history wit me, 
join a covenant with me, and as we jour-
ney together you will understand who I 

really am.’ 

Luigi Gioia 
Say it to God: 

In Search of Prayer, p.119. 

Fr Stuart Writes … 
© Fr Stuart Soley. Do not reprint without permission. 

COURTYARD DIARY 

Thank you to all who lingered longer after 
Mass last Sunday to sip champagne and 
nibble on cheese, fruit and cake in the new-
ly renovated vicarage courtyard. 

Parish Council approved the works last year 
and over a period of some months that 
work consisted of constructing new fences 
on the eastern and northern sides of the 
garden. This created privacy for the vicarage 
and also clean, straight lines for both the 
vicarage courtyard and for the approach to 
the Calvary Garden. A new retaining wall 
was constructed which enlarged the enter-
taining area and better defined the court-
yard. Proper drainage was installed which 
feeds into the storm water pipes. I am in the 
process, you will have observed, of planting 
an array of plants and creating a herb gar-
den.  

Thanks also to Jacquie Joslin, Heather Stock, 
Kate Cherry and Michael McGuire who over-
saw all the catering arrangements.  

REQUIEM MASS FOR BETTY POWELL 

The Requiem Mass for Betty Powell will be 
offered tomorrow morning, Monday 19 
March at 10.30 am.  

Betty was an amazing woman, a woman of 
deep faith and commitment, bright, forth-
right and intelligent, witty in speech and 
passionate about what is right and good. 
May she rest in peace and dwell with the 
saints in light!  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Please join me on one of the two dates 
scheduled for this moving devotion during 
Passiontide; this Wednesday 21 March at 12 
noon or next Wednesday 28 March at 12 
noon.  

In the past week, I re-
ceived the following invi-
tation from Fr Max Vodola 
of All Saints’ Catholic 
Church, and a friend and 
presbyteral colleague of 
mine and Sr Elizabeth 
Young that Parish’s Pasto-
ral Associate.  

All Saints Catholic Church, at 101 King Wil-
liam St, Fitzroy, would like to invite St 
Marks parishioners to join us for a Stations 
of the Cross at 10:30am on Good Friday at 
our church. It is a prayerful way to journey 
with Jesus on the road to Calvary in prepa-
ration for the later services at our respec-
tive churches. You would be most welcome. 

I have indicated to them that I would like to 
explore options for some ecumenical engage-
ment during the year sometime.  

Becoming Who We Really Are 

God takes human life serious-
ly. To come into this world we 
will discover ourselves as be-
loved son, daughter, brother, 
sister, mother and father. This is not just 
a time-consuming preliminary; it is the 
entire process. The end is summed up in 
the beginning.  

Baptism, our initiation into the new fami-
ly of God, is everything all at once, sym-
bolised and celebrated. It takes the rest of 
our life to understand it, to suffer it and 
live it. The reality precedes the word and 
gives authority to the word. The reality 
must be lived first and only then spoken 
about. Christian life, then, is a matter of 
becoming who we really are.  

Richard Rohr OFM, from Sojourners, ’My 
People, I am Your Security’ in  Radical 
Grace: Daily Meditations, p.135. 


